ZION PROCLAIMER

March 2015

In this month of March we continue to look at the series, Singing with the Exiles. It is a series built upon
Isaiah 40-55. It helps us see Lent through the eyes of the Exiles in Babylon during the book of Isaiah. Below
is an insert CPH said we could use for Newsletter Articles. So please join us on Wednesdays at 11:00 or 6:00
with a meal following the 11:00 service and a meal before the 6:00 service. God’s blessings on your Lenten
journey this year.

Gathered by the waters of Babylon, Judean exiles wistfully wondered: Is God for real? If so, does He
really care about us? What does our future hold? Will this ever change? God’s people had watched their
world shatter into a million pieces. They were demoralized and disillusioned. Their disaster looked terminal.

Do you feel this way? Does it look as though your current problems are more than you can bear? Do
you find yourself asking: Why did this happen? Why did God allow it? Is there any order in the world? Will
God really deliver on what He said?

Isaiah answers these questions in chapters 40—55 of his book. He announces that just when Israel’s
history seemed closed and controlled by hopeless Babylonian imperial policy, to the shock and surprise of
everyone the Lord will stir up a king named Cyrus and a new exodus will explode in the desert! A Servant
will be wounded for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities. And barren Zion will be given so many
children that, like the old woman in the shoe, she won’t know what to do! Standing behind these marvelous
promises is God’s almighty Word. “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand
forever” (Isaiah 40:8). The exiles are going home!

That’s why we are “Singing with the Exiles” as they are restored to their home.
This Lent, Isaiah 4055 will shape us as we . . .

Meditate upon daily devotions based upon these chapters;
Study texts from Isaiah in Sunday morning adult Bible class; and
Listen to the following sermons:

Ash Wednesday: “God Has a Word for That” (Isaiah 41:14-16)
Lent 1: “He Only Has Eyes for You” (Isaiah 43:1-7)

Lent 2: “Marked” (Isaiah 44:1-5)

Lent 3: “Breaking Down the Gates” (Isaiah 45:1-8)

Lent 4: “Get Out!” (Isaiah 48:17-22)

Lent 5: “One Little Word Can Fell Him” (Isaiah 49:1-6)

Holy Thursday: “He Prepares a Table” (Isaiah 49:7-13)

Good Friday: “All” (Isaiah 52:13-53:12)

Easter Vigil: “Nothing” (Isaiah 54:1-8)

Easter Sunday: “We Are Going Home” (Isaiah 55:6-13)

Plan now to sing with the exiles as we learn from Isaiah to walk the Lenten way to the cross and to the
empty tomb. God promises to turn our weeping into joy and our present pain into an endless Alleluia!

Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Dose




WOMEN IN MINISTRY L.W.M.L.

LADIES AID: EVENING CIRCLE

The Evening Circle will be

& meeting on Wednesday, March
™\ 4th following the Midweek Len-

ten Services. We will be work-

1 |ing on the confirmation ban-

&%’ ners and packing health kits.

The Ladies Aid will be meet-
ing on Thursday, March 5th
at 1:30 pm. Hostess will be
Audrey Petersen. Christian
Life will be led by Shirley
Walde

World Day Of Prayer will be held on Friday, March
6th here at Peace, Glidden with fellowship starting
at 9 am and service to follow at 10 am

F The following items are needed by the Ladies to help with their mission
project of Health Kits and School Kits; 30 emery boards 8 bars of bath
H l h@HDK soap 49 bath towels- 20" x 40" dark colored, light-weight bath towel
\ yarn to tie the kits Paper boxes- those that reams of computetr/copy
& paper are shipped in

Daylight Savings time officially begins on March 8th

o 52%2?3? ! this year. So remember to set your clock AHEAD |

Ahead| hour when you retire on Saturday evening, March 7th.

Y7 We would like to congratulate the Ar-We-Va
Boys and Girls basketball teams on a great
|\ season this year.
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Palm Sunday with Rite of Confirmation
Sunday, March 29 10:00 am

Maunday Thursday with Holy Communion

Thursday, April 2 11:00 am
6:00 pm
Good Friday
Friday, April 3 11:00 am
6:00 pm
Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 4 7:00 pm
Easter Services with Holy Communion
Sunday April 5 8:00 am

(please note there is only 1 service on Easter Morning)

Easter Breakfast following the 8 am worship
service.

SCHEDULE

Lenten

The LYF will be serving an Easter
Breakfast following our 8 am worship
service. On the menu will be scrambled
eggs, sausage, rolls and muffins This is a
free-will donation

A reception for our New Confirmads will
be held on Wednesday, March 25th fol-
lowing our Midweek Lenten Service. Eve-
ryone is invited to attend.

March 4 11:00 am  Worship 11:30 Lunch
6:00 pm  Worship

March 11 11:00 am  Worship 11:30 Lunch
6:00 pm  Worship

March 18 11:00 am  Worship 11:30 Lunch
6:00 pm  Worship

March 25 11:00 am  Worship 11:30 Lunch
6:00 pm  Worship

March 29 10:00 am  Rite of Confirmation



LonpqIyny

219D1S 2 1098
PRUDYOPY SOLGTUIY(T aljonT ayooug
JOD.4S2300L] WO ] un J0UU0)
1€ 0€ 6¢
aYsSaL
pudp( 3 aan(g zZuaY
UUTA 1772yS 2 Aivo) 42]]2 4 aup[
A2]]p30Yy 2133V uasiajoJ ppury ¥ 2421§ | Lonvqivdsvy I UDUWISUDE] DUPT]
SNIJOULO)) LOYIDIE] aup  yjay A2]MDT [140YS ddo g v1i015H SN1]ULO0)) YI1442(]
8¢ Ll 9¢ Y4 LA €¢ (A
112NN
DSTT B HOopW
¥o0455144 210y A2j12 4 wiif A2]12
Y3nojjoHopy 24215 A2]]a 4 [y | Lomvguynpy 211407 1K12yD) p flor
aljeny Ayioy Adonvqynpy 109§ aljon vaApy ¥o0.417144 POYD)
184040 22044 342qsary ysvy S42332p vygONT 3umuvig g uyo217 2]y
1¢ 0¢ 61 81 L1 91 ST
s42[Yy+
DSSIPN P YSINT
SUDLY 2UDYS ZIUYIS Uasuaf o d21j2 4 g
aso(] dyjour ] uaSLadsoy ynay |  pubjaad]) vjply a1j10 » Jfor ADPUIE YIIN aljon flor
14! €1 4! 11 o1 6 8
ZUDT y1201S
QIN P 20T uajof p YOop
YADIS dUDAT Aaury 2]09IN
HIY 21429 uupwnaN vy uupuwnaN Uy A2Y3p]nL) X1y
pUDnaad])) 1124405 Auoyuy un3apy Suup 4g 14y aljonT putiON SAJY 5T UDSNG aso(q vipAT
L 9 ) 14 € 4 !
AVANNS
AVAQUNLVS AVAld4 AVASdYNHL AVASINGIM Avasani AVANOI

4 = | 4 7 N




- The Sunday School celebrated Friendship Sunday on February
¢ 15th with tying blankets for New Opportunities.

Notes

MIDWEEK SCHEDULE FOR MARCH

March 4th 4 pm Kate Neumann
March 11th 2 pm Kimi Cleveland
March 18th 4 pm 777

March 25th 2 pm Last day of classes

; 2 If you have a child that is age 3-5 or know of someone that
‘ f. has a child that age and are interested in sending them to
3 7/~ Noah’s Ark Preschool, please contact the church office.

Thrivent Financial Members

If you have not designated your 2014 Thrivent Choice dollars, do it now!
The March 31 deadline is fast
approaching.



FREE Road Trip

Concordia University in Seward, NE

All high school students are invited to a “college visit”

on Friday, March 27, 2015.

You will not be asked to make a commitment. This is just a visit. Check it out. See what Concordia has

to offer.

Since the activities begin at 9
AM we will need to go to
Seward the evening of
Thursday, March 26. We will
work out the travel details
when we know who will be
going to the college visit.

There is NO COST for
transportation, main meals
{(bring own snacks) or lodging.

(Compliments of lowa District West.) Carpooling will be arranged.

CUNE (Concordia University Nebraska) has the following planned:

9:00 ~ 9:30 Check in

9:30 - 9:50 Welcome

9:50 — 10:50 Campus tour

10:55 — 11:30 Chapel

11:30 — 12:00 Visit with professors and coaches
12:00 —1:00 Lunch

1:00 — 1:30 Admissions and Financial Aid Information

1:40 — 2:30 Visit a class
1:40 — 2:30 Parent Information Session
2:30 Wrap-up

5:00 — 7:00 Eat and chat at Godfather’s Pizza with current lowa District West students

7:00 Head back to lowa

Please share this invitation with all high school
students. (Parents are also welcome to attend.)

To register for the college visit, contact:
Ellie Menz

515-370-1159 or ellie.menz@idwlcms.org

Please register by March 20.

Drivers and participating adults include:
Pastor David Loeschen, Denison

Pastor Steve Hayden, Indianola

Ellie Menz, Jefferson

~ /
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lowa
INDIVIDUAL OUTREACHy

WITH ADULTS & YOUTH




“Train a Child in the way he should go...”
Proverbs 22:6

FYYVY VYV Yevy ey
SCHOLARSHIP

What better way to train a child than to give them an opportunity to join the fun for Cub
Weeks at Camp Okoboji in July! The Camp Okoboi Auxiliary is again giving away scholar-
ships for a week at Camp for children ages 9-13.

The path is so easy. Stop by the church office and pick up an application. Applicants do
need to be members of a Missouri Synod Lutheran Church.

They must in their own words—100 or less—tell our selection committee why they would
love to go to camp this year. The Auxiliary will pay the child’s cost and we will also pay the
way for one of their pals to go with them.

Applications must be received in the Camp Office no later than March 29th. The commit-
tee will review the applications and make the selections. Please note that preference will be
given to campers who have not previously won

The children selected will be announced at the Camp’s Annual Meeting that will be held on
April 11 2015. They will be individually notified later and will receive the necessary infor-
mation to complete their application for Cub Week

If you have any questions or need help with the application, you can contact Rebecca Dose.

CUB WEEK CAMP FOR 2015
July 12-18, 2015
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4 Small Stewards - Big Blessings %
| By Rev. Bob Riggert
Biblical Stewardship Lessons for and with Children

(You are invited to share these lessons with children in Sunday school openings, classroom devotions, chil-
dren’s worship lessons, or other church settings. They can also be used in the home for family devotions.

_ Each month a biblical “small steward” will share a “big blessing” as a Spirit-blessed example of stewardship.
The “Notes to Family” can be detached and sent home with the children.) =

Text: 2 Chronicles 34:1-21

The eight year olds in our lives may be stewards of their math book, ball glove,
video game, or other routine possessions. Eight year old King Josiah was steward
| of an entire kingdom. The grandfather and father of the boy king had both been

, unfaithful to the God of Israel. 2 Chronicles 34:2 compliments Josiah, “He did
what was right in the eyes of the Lord, and walked in the ways of David his father.’
| King Josiah removed the idols and repaired the temple. God’s Word was again
found in the temple. Reading again of God’s will for His people, Josiah led the

, nation in repentance and worship of the true God again.

| Reading God’s Word, Josiah and the people heard again of God’s promises of a Savior. God would send the
|| perfect King who was the fulfilment of God’s Word. King Jesus would make it possible for all of us to be in
| the Kingdom of God forever.

The children in our church and the children in our family, most likely won’t be anointed kings and won’t be
stewards of vast treasures. God asks all of us to be faithful managers of the things He has given us. He may
even challenge us to be steward leaders in our school, team, family, and other places. We can be bold in
looking for idols that keep us away from God. We can find and share the truth of God’s Word with others.

Lutheran Church Extension Fund celebrates the kids in the kingdom of God. The Young Investors Club is a
way for children to lead the way in providing resources to build churches and schools around the world.
While learning the truths of God’s Word, Y.L Club members can also learn how to save money for the
day-to-day kingdom treasures. Just $25 can open a Y.I. Club account.

' Prayer: Dear Jesus, help me to be faithful to You like King Josiah. Help me to be bold in sharing and living
| the truths of Your Word. Thank You for all that You have given me. Help me to share, save and spend wise-
ly. Amen.

. Small Stewards Bring Big Blessings Home—Notes to Family

|| Learn more about King Josiah in 2 Kings 22-23. If Josiah were to take down idols today, what would he re-
move? Why is it important for the family to know and follow the truth of God’s Word? What amazing things
. ' for God have you seen eight year olds (or other children) do? Why is it hard to stand up for the truth of
| Te\ITgd)] | God’s Word at any age? Children can do amazing things in the kingdom of God. As children participate in
' || the LCFEF Young Investors Club, they are an important partner in the church sharing the truth of King Jesus.

L‘uth‘eran‘ b

_Extension
Fund | The Lutheran Church Extension Fund Young Investor Club encourages wise stewardship of money and

. ' minds. Find out more about the good grades incentive from your church’s Y.I. Club coordinator or by visiting
. www.lceforg. Let me learn like Jesus. Let me learn of Jesus!

Carole White, District Vice-President (carole.white@lcef.org)
Rev. Bob Riggert, Director of Customer Services (bob.riggert@ialcef.org)
Ruth Gerken, Promotions Director (ruth.gerken@lcef.org) .

Fomoy g ol gmma S P RSORA GO} gmwel g SRR S

L.CEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not
an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its securities only in states where authorized. This
offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the Offering Circular, which more fully de-
scribes associated risks. Lutheran Church Extension Fund-Missouri Synod (National Office) (NMLS# 3444) 10733 Sunset Office
Drive, Suite 300, St. Louis, MO 63127-1020, (800) 843-5233, www.lcef.org.
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Planting Together

March 2015

409 Kenyon Road, Suite B — Fort Dodge, lowa 50501
515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwlcms.org
Contact email: sue.light@idwlcms.org

The mission of lowa District West is Connecting, Resourcing, Optimizing, Partner-
ing and Serving with the member congregations for the extension of the Gospel
within our communities, throughout the District, and into all the world.

March Madness

For many individuals the month of March means one
thing—*March Madness,” the NCAA basketball tourna-
ment. To those who don’t “understand,” it may seem like
a lot of foolishness, but to those who embrace the game
of college basketball, there’s no better time of year! (I
must confess that I'm in the latter group!)

There’s another “March Madness” that we’ll be observ-
ing this year. The month of March falls in the church sea-
son of Lent, the 40-day period in which we journey with
our Lord to the city of Jerusalem where He will be betrayed, condemned,
and crucified. To many it's madness that the King of Kings would be be-
trayed and beaten. It's madness that the perfect Sen of God would be con-
demned and crucified like a common criminal. It's madness that He would
do all of this willingly. As St. Paul writes, The message of the cross is fool-
ishness [madness?] fo those who are perishing. (1 Corinthians 1:18)

However, to those of us who see with the eyes of faith, it's not madness.
It's love—God’s indescribable, unfailing, undeserved, and perfect love for
us that led Him to take our place in death for our sin. It's peace—peace
with God because we have received forgiveness for all our sin. And it's
victory—uvictory over sin, death, and Satan!

Enjoy the tournament if you like, but more importantly participate in the
“March Madness” of Lent—culminating in Holy Week and Easter. Identify
one practical way you can demonstrate that amazing love to one who
doesn’t understand the Savior. Then pray for an opportunity to explain the
reasoning behind your actions!

Rev. Mark Gerken, Executive Assistant
Missions and Human Care

Family, friends or members in a Sioux City hospital?

In light of Chaplain Benson’s acceptance of a call, the Sioux City pastors
will be covering visits requested by out-of-town pastors. Call 712-212-
5482.

News from Camp Okoboji

¢ Plans are underway to celebrate Camp’s 75th Anniversary. Special
weekends include: June 5-7 Walther League Reunion; June 26-28
All Staff Reunion; and September 4-7 All Camp Reunion/Celebration
Weekend. Special Sunday morning worship celebrations include:
May 31 - 1940 Opening Day Remembrance and June 7 - Camp
Dedication Remembrance.

¢ Family Ministry Cabins — check out our website to see if we have
any Family Ministry Cabins available. Winter at Camp Okoboji can
be a beautiful time to rest and relax! Contact Kellie Jones at the
Camp office (712-337-3325 or kellie@campokoboji.org).

Missions Banquet

How about traveling to Our Savior, Denison to hear what other congre-
gations are doing in IDW to connect with their communities? Sunday,
March 22 is the date for this year's Missions Banquet (registration 4:30,
program 5:00). Not only will this year's mission grants be awarded, but
you’ll have a chance to hear from some of last year’s recipients, network
with those present, and enjoy a FREE meal!l Go to www.idwlcms.org to
register.

Churches Planting Churches Seminar

A “Churches Planting Churches Seminar” is coming to IDW April 17-18
at Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines! Designed for a team from
your congregation to attend and begin to explore the biblical and practi-
cal aspects of this most effective way of reaching the unchurched. Go to
www.centerforusmissions.com for more information!

Men’s NetWork Work Day

Target: men! Go to www.lhm.org/men/workday for more information.
Take time out of your busy schedule and render some much-needed
service to your community or neighborhood. And have fun at the same
time! Register at the website and receive a FREE Men’s NetWork cap!

District Calendar

March 22...Missions Banquet, Our Savior, Denison

April 14..Kapfer Symposium, Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines

April 17-18...Churches Planting Churches Seminar, Shepherd of the
Valley, West Des Moines

For more information on lowa District West activities, view The Monthly
at http://www.idwlcms.org/publications.php.




Whet is Happening ot
goor Camp?
1531 Edgewood Drive
Milford, 1A 51351
712-337-3325

Email: camp@campokobji.org Website: www.campokoboji.org

Our Promise of Jesus at the Lake
A friendly, safe, refreshing and relaxing Christian experience
An excellent value for you and your family

March 7 Camp at Family Fest — Clay County Regional Event
Center

March 8 Camp Okoboji Sunday at Trinity-Cherokee

March 15 Omelet Brunch at Trinity-Algona (rescheduled)

2015 is the start of: 1) A new public relations postcard for 2015 year
around programs; 2) On-line registration at www.campokoboiji.org; 3} Year
around climate controlled Ginny DeWall Dining Hall; 4) Additional docking
slips for guests bringing watercraft; 5) Celebration of Thanksgiving for 75
Years of Outdoor Ministry; 6) Kick-off of four year capital campaign to
replace Hauck and Craft buildings.

Online registration began at Camp Okoboji on January 15. Online
registrations completed 30 or more days prior to an event receive an early-
bird discount of $20. Registrations completed less than 30 days prior to
start of the event are an additional $20. Go to www.campokoboji.org and
register now for all camps scheduled between May 1 and August 1, 2015.

COUNSELOR APPLICATION FORMS are available online at
www.campokoboiji.org for Camp Okoboji summer camps. Go to
www.campokoboiji.org, print a form, fill it in, and mail it (address is on the
form). Each applicant will have a background check prior to acceptance as
a counselor.

SUMMER STAFF APPLICATIONS are being filled now. Application forms
may be printed off of the camp web site at www.campokoboji.org.
Applicants must be at least 16 years of age, prior to May 1, 2015 to be
considered for employment. Summer staff members are hired for
housekeeping, food service, camp store, recreation checkout, grounds
maintenance, lifeguard, waterfront, and other duties.

FAMILY CAMPS are great opportunities for generations of families to get
together for building family traditions, connecting with children, grandchildren,
parents, and grandparents. Go to www.campokoboji.org and find a
“Friendly, safe, refreshing, and relaxing Christian experience - an
exceptional value for you and your family” at Camp Okoboji.

The 2015 Program theme, G.E.M.S. “God’s
Eternal Mercy Saves,” is based upon the
Lamentations 3:22 text. Camp Okoboji is
another great place to discover the G.E.M.S. of
God’s love. Children, youth, and adults have an
opportunity to hear the message of salvation God
has provided through His Son Jesus Christ in an
outdoor setting connected to your local church.
Bring friends and neighbors who may not be as
closely connected to God as you and share with
them the message of Lamentations 3:22

‘Obebii

75" ANNIVERSARY
On April 11, 2015 The Reverend Leroy Riemer will conduct a 9:45 AM
Service of Celebration in the Christian Life Center to launch the 75"
Anniversary of God's amazing love to all of His people who have gathered in
this place “Building Relationships” with God and with one another for 75
years. This worship service precedes the 75" Annual Meeting of The lowa
West Walther League Summer Camp Association, now doing business as
(d/b/a) Camp Okoboji. By constitution the annual meeting is held beginning
at 11 AM on the first Saturday following Resurrection Sunday (Easter
Sunday). Come to “God’s Eternal Mercy Saves” celebration of Thanksgiving
while “Building Relationships” with long-time friends and new acquaintances.

FACEBOOK
“Like” us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/CampQOkoboji-LCMS
Watch for upcoming events. See pictures of events
and more!

Camp Staff Contact Information

,,,,, Executive Director: Doug Kading
2015 doug@campokoboji.org
Office Director: Kellie Jones
kellie@campokoboji.org
Program Director: Lori Gamble
lori@campokoboji.org
Ministry Advancement Director. Paul Golke
paul@campokoboji.org
Financial Director: Karrie Mullenburger
karrie@campokoboji.org

2 Covitliane 45
For what we prociaim
is not ourselves. but Josus Christ
as Lord. with oursslves as your
servanis for Jesus' sake.
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Zion Lutheran Church
118 W Tracy St

Box 59

Arcadia, IA 51430
Rev. Ben Dose
712-689-2441.
zionluth@netins.net

FRIENDS WHO CARE
Christian Education 9:00 am
Divine Worship 10:00 am

Non-Profit Organization
Arcadia, IA 51430
Standard Mail




