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In this September Newsletter article T would like to speak and write about the three ecumenical creeds;
The Apostles’ Creed, The Nicene Creed, and The Athanasian Creed. These three creeds were instrumental in
the Christian faith. These three creeds show that Martin Luther and those who were with him in the Refor-
mation did not teach or come up with anything new or different than what was taught in the past. Please read
below to see what Lutherans believe regarding to the Three Ecumenical Creeds. Today, September 2015, we
don’t come up with anything new or different than hasn’t already been taught through the centuries before us.
We stand on the shoulders of those who have gone before us and taught and confessed the faith. You can re-
joice that as our world changes from minute to minute, hour to hour, day by day, week by week, month by
month, year by year this Christian faith does not change. This is why we hold to the Christian faith as it has
been handed down from generation to generation. Because the world changes all the time, but this Christian
faith does not change. This should give us comfort, because we have a God and a Savior who does not
change. Hebrews 13:7-9; "Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the
word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their

faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not

be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to
be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those de-

voted to them.
AN OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF CONCORD

The Book of Concord contains documents Christians have used since the fourth century to explain what
they believe and teach on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. First, it includes the three creeds that originated in
the Ancient Church: the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the Athanasian Creed.

I The Creeds

The Apostles’ Creed was not composed by the apostles but is a faithful Confession of apostolic doctrine;
it is a “daughter” of the creed used by early Christians in Rome. The wording of the creed, as we confess it
today, can be traced to southern Gaul (France).

The Nicene Creed is spoken today in many Lutheran congregations during Communion services or festive
occasions. It was formulated by the Council of Nicaea (AD 325) and revised by the Council of Constantino-
ple (AD 381). (This popular history has been challenged. Another theory is that the creed had its roots in the
creed of Jerusalem adopted by Epiphanius of Cyprus.) One addition to the original formula—that the Holy
Spirit proceeds from the Father “and the Son” Western in origin and appears as early as the Synod of Toledo
(AD 589).

The Athanasian Creed is the longest of the three. Though included in Lutheran hymnals, many congrega-
tions use it only on Trinity Sunday (the First Sunday after Pentecost). It is named after Athanasius, the great
fourth-century champion of orthodoxy against heretics who denied the deity of Christ. The creed originated in
southern Gaul, probably about the middle of the sixth century.

The inclusion of the three ancient creeds in the Book of Concord shows that Lutherans are not a sect but
that they embrace and confess the ancient and orthodox faith.

EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION TO THE ECUMENICAL CREEDS



Lutheranism is not a new faith, but a continuation of the historic, Christian faith of all times and places. In
this sense Lutheranism is catholic, a word that comes from two Greek words, meaning “according to the
whole.” With Christians of all times, and in all places, we confess what God’s Word teaches—nothing more,
and nothing less.

For this reason, it was important for the Lutheran laymen at Augsburg to make it clear to the emperor that
they fully accepted the ancient creeds of the Church. The Augsburg Confession refers to “the Fathers,” a refer-
ence to formative teachers in the history of the Church, most notably the Early Church Fathers who lived and
worked between the first and fifth centuries. Lutheranism embraces this history as its own—but with discern-
ment. Lutheranism does not regard the traditions and teachings of the Fathers of the Church as equal to Scrip-
ture, but always subject to evaluation in light of Scripture.

Neither Martin Luther nor any of his colleagues ever claimed to be starting a new church. Such a thought
was the farthest thing from their minds. They regarded those on the sectarian side of the Reformation as radi-
cals and revolutionaries. They continually condemned almost everything these radicals stood for. Lutheranism
is not about revolution, but reformation. It is not about throwing away the past, but about retaining and pre-
serving the best, while filtering out whatever covers and contradicts God’s Word.

The Lutherans never wanted to reject and rebel against the Roman Church. They were, however, held cap-
tive by the force of the clear truth of God’s Word. They refused to compromise that truth. They denied the
claim by Rome that it was in fact the “true Church.” They regarded Romanism to be a deep corruption of the
genuine Church catholic (universal) of the New Testament and of the Early Fathers of the Church. The claim
of “catholicity” was reserved by the Lutherans only for that which was biblically true, not what was merely a
long-honored tradition within the Roman Church. Many years after being forced out of fellowship with Rome,
Martin Luther finally let his name be associated with his teachings by speaking of “Lutheranism.”

The most ancient of all Confessions of faith in the Western Church are the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene
Creed, and the Athanasian Creed. The texts and translations conform with those in the hymnal Lutheran Ser-
vice Book.

Concordia : The Lutheran Confessions. Edited by Paul Timothy McCain. St. Louis, MO : Concordia Publishing House, 2005, xxix
Concordia : The Lutheran Confessions. Edited by Paul Timothy McCain. St. Louis, MO : Concordia Publishing House, 2005, S. 15
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LADIES AID

The Ladies Aid will be meeting on Thursday,
September 3, at 1:30 pm. Hostess will be
Shirley Ehlers. Christian Life will be led by
Gladys Rickers. We will be discussing LWML
Sunday which is to be held on Sunday, Octo-
ber 4th

EVENING CIRCLE:

The monthly meeting will be held on
Wednesday, September 2nd at 7:00 pm at
the home of Karen Grundmeier. Cathy
Meyer is Co-hostess

PARISH CIRCLE:
Shirley Ehlers; Lola Ehlers
CHANCEL CIRCLE
Marilyn Mumm & Janet Rose
MARTHA CIRCLE

Darleen Linde & Diane Schroeder

Thank you to the ladies that donated all of
the garden flowers for the altar during the

month of August.
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We would like to offer our congratulations
to Erica Luetje & Tim Ruhland who were
united in marriage on August 29th.

We also want to offer our prayers and best
wishes to Gavin Thiedeman and Holly Hamil-
ton who will be united in marriage on Sep-
tember |2th in Philadelphia, PA

en Supper 1he AWV Staff is hosting
" a Staley's Chicken Supper
=~ on Wednesday - Septem-
ber 9- serving from 5-8
at the Westside Commu-
nity Building - - Adults
$10.00 and children 12 and under $7.00 - -
Tickets available at the door and in advance
at the school office or with any AWYV Staff
Member and at the following businesses: The
Observer Office / Robin's Salon and Tanning
in Arcadia / and the Westside Bank in Vail and
Westside.

Money raised from this scholarship will go
toward senior scholarships to be presented
in the spring

Harvest

Time to start thinking about the
Annual Turkey Supper coming up.
If you would like to help with or-
ganizing, please contact the office as
soon as possible. The supper is
scheduled for Sunday, November
8, 2015 at the Arcadia Legion Hall

PLEASE NOTETHE DATE CHANGE
OF THE SUPPER




Bible Study

%)

ADULT BIBLE CLASS

&
WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE

CLASS

Our Adult Bible Class is held on Sunday mornings at 9 am
This year we will be having an all Bible class/Sunday
school Opening in the nave (sanctuary) to show the im-
portance of both youth and adults coming together to grow
in the faith. The Bible narratives are going to be the same
lessons so that youth and adults can speak this faith to each
other outside of classes. Catechesis is a lifelong process
beginning at infant baptism until entering into eternal glo-
ry. We will have coffee & refreshments before and during
the 9:00 Bible class time. Come and join us!

We also offer a Wednesday Morning Bible Class
as well. This class meets at 9:30 in the Fellowship
Hall. Please join us as we study God’s word, and
share coffee and fellowship

Please note that we are in our Fall
Worship Schedule

Christian Education and Adult
Bible Class at 9 am

Divine Worship at 10 am
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STUDY
GROUP

Let' get into the WORD! Women's Bible
Study 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month.
First meeting is Tuesday, September 8th at
6:30 pm.

Contact Rebecca Dose for more details.

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ---

High school students in grades 9-12 and their adult leaders are invited to join others from
Towa District West Congregations for the Senior High Gathering to be held at Embassy
Suites, Des Moines, lowa on November 20-22, 2015. This year’s keynote speaker is
Audrey Duensing-Werner, DCE. The theme this year is “Hello, my name is”

lowa District West |Jr. High Youth Gathering” The Iowa District West Junior Youth

Gathering will be held October 24-25 at the Sheraton Hotel in West Des Moines. Students
in 6th-8th grade are invited to attend this gathering.

Music will be provided by Swen & Dean and the Keynote speaker will be Brad Alles. The
cost for attending is $125. The student pays the registration fee of $62.50 and the church
will pay the other $62.50. Registration deadline is September 13th. Contact the office for

further information.
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SUPPLIES
NEEDED

SCHOOL KITS: TheVBS kids decorate a
cloth bag and into it goes: Paper, pencils,
sharpener; ruler; scissors, and crayons.Again
so many things we take for granted that are a
“God-Send” to students in countries who
lack these simple sup plies. Keep these things
in mind when you are shopping and possibly
include some of these items to bring to
church for these projects of the Ladies Aid
and Evening Circles.

The "Back to School” sales have started and this is a great
time to help the Ladies Aid with their "School Kit" Mission

Project.

70 count notebooks (wide or college ruled)

30 centimeter ruler (can have inches on oth er side)
Pencil sharpener

Blunt scissors
Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel)

Box of 16 or 24 crayons

2 1/2" eraser

Thank you for your help with our
"School Kit" Mission Project.

e're
in need
Of. -

sheets

new malerial

ightweight blankets
for quilts

This reminder goes out endlessly, but
sewing circle is ALWAYS in need of
sheets, lightweight blankets,and NEW
material for making quilt tops, middles
and backs.A small group of ladies are the
core of this worthwhile project. Quilt
tops/backs are made at home and the
quilts are tied at church.The large pieces
of material (especially sheets) speed up
the job!

The Sewing Circle meets on the 3rd
Monday of every month. Help is always
needed .




We are trying to keep in contact with our young adults who are attending college or are
now living on their own by getting their mailing address. Ve have had several young
adults and couples who have moved away and are no longer living in the area and we do
not have current addresses for them, We are asking that you please complete the follow-
ing and return it to the church office or email it to zionluth@netins.net so that we may
update our records so all members can be informed of what is happening here at Zion.

We also realize that some birthdays and anniversary dates have been left out or have the
wrong information on them. If this is the case, please jot down the correct information
and turn it in to the church office or email us at zionluth@netins.net

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

COLLEGE ATTENDING




GOD’S CAKE
This is about the best thing I’ve ever read for an explanation:

Sometimes we wonder,
'What did I do to deserve this?' or
'Why did God have to do this to me?'
Here is a wonderful explanation!
A daughter is telling her Mother how everything
Is going wrong, she's failing algebra, her boyfriend
Broke up with her and her best friend is moving away.
Meanwhile, her Mother is baking a cake and
Asks her daughter if she would like a snack, and the
Daughter says, 'Absolutely Mom, I love your cake.'
'Here, have some cooking oil,' her Mother offers.
"Yuck' says her daughter.
'How about a couple raw eggs?' 'Gross, Mom!'
'Would you like some flour then?
Or maybe baking soda?"
'Mom, those are all yucky!'
To which the mother replies :
'Yes, all those things seem bad all by themselves.
But when they are put together in the
Right way, they make a wonderfully delicious cake! '
God works the same way. Many times we wonder why
He would let us go through such bad and difficult
Times. But God knows that when He puts these things
All in His order, they always work for good! We just
Have to trust Him and, eventually, they will all
Make something wonderful!
God is crazy about you.
He sends you flowers every spring and
A sunrise every morning.
Whenever you want to talk, He'll listen.
He can live anywhere in the universe,
And He chose your heart.
If you like this, send this on
To the people you really care about.
Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are
Here we might as well dance!



Zion Lutheran Church,

First off, | have to apologize. In the midst of moving, | have failed to keep many of those who
have supported me informed. Please do not look upon that as lack of appreciation or care. You have
been a blessing not only in my vocation as a seminarian, but in my vocation as a father and husband. |
can’t believe that | am now included in the Concordia Seminary Alumni. And | have you to thank for
that. Our good and gracious Lord has blessed His church with saints of all kinds, both to serve and
support. Itisagreat honor to have been considered worthy before God’s eyes to serve His church
through Word and Sacrament ministry. So thank you for being God’s “hands and feet” during this whole
journey.

Well, it’s official. | was ordained and installed as Associate Pastor at Bethlehem Lutheran Church
and School on June 28". 'm not sure if it has truly sunk in yet. They are allowing my family and | to
ease into the life of the congregation here. | have led my first several worship services as their pastor
and have been able to proclaim God’s Good News from the pulpit. How amazing our God is, that He can
take a broken vessel such as myself and craft me into a working tool in His hands. 1am truly looking
forward to what the Lord has in stored for me, and what he will be inviting me to join with him in.

Anna and Malachi are doing wonderful. It did not take Malachi long to get comfortable with the
congregation and school. His favorite thing right now is to run to the gymnasium and take out all the
bouncing balls and bring them to my office. Just the other day it hit me that he will be having a very
similar upbringing as me. | spent many days playing in the church while my dad worked on his sermons
and what not. Now | get to look over my desk and see a mess of toys on the floor, and | am filled with

joy.

Anna is starting to find her place here in the Tri Cities of WA. She is currently helping us settle
into our new home and is working part time at the pregnancy network in town. | am very excited that
she now gets to pursue her dreams and passions. She has been an amazingly supportive wife through
these past four years. She has put her life on hold to support our family and made sure our time at the
seminary. |look forward to the things we will be accomplishing here, both in the church and her social
life.

My congregation here has been very welcoming. We have already started making strong
relationships and | am looking forward to working next to Pastor Mark, who has been here for 10 years.
God is truly at work through us and is already active in this thriving church.

It is very weird knowing that | do not have to return to the seminary for classes. | will be looking
forward to returning for symposiums and other educational events. | will most likely one day continue
my education through the seminary. But for now, I think Ill just enjoy my time as a pastor, loving and
serving God’s people whom he has entrusted to me.

Not only do | want to give you a huge thank you, but | also want to encourage you to continue in
your support of both the seminary and its students. Your prayers and financial support were extremely
important in my pastoral formation. You help me in the cost of classes, books, groceries, and other



important in my pastoral formation. You help me in the cost of classes, books, groceries, and other
house items. Through your support Anna and | were able to live a life limited in stress and were able to
focus on what God was preparing us to do. The seminary was the most joyful place we have lived so far.
It was a great community in which my family was able to grow in Christ as well as in fellowship with His
church. Students are always in need of support, especially with the rise of costs that are sometimes
unavoidable. If you are able and willing, please continue your support. If anything, continually pray for
those whom God is raising to serve the church.

In His Service,

“/jO/ —

Pastor Andrew Noble

“Rey. Bedy Noble
Rethlehem Lo fhagon C hurch
2505 W. 27" Aue
KennewickK, Wh 35557

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly
to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” — Matt. 9:37-38



Hello

my nhame is

2015 NOVEMBER 20-22
lowA DISTRICT WEST EMBASSY SUITES
YOUTH GATHERING DES MOINES, IOWA

KEYNOTE
AUDREY

DUENSING-WERNER
DCE




You are invited by

Lutherans For Life of lowa
to hear Rev. Jonathan Watt

Whose Are You?
What is our understanding of who and whose we are?

Lutherans For Life of lowa
Regional Conference
The general public is invited

Sunday, September 20, 2015
Begins at 2:00 PM

St. Paul Lutheran Church
100 7t St.
Ida Grove, IA

Refreshments will be served.

Panel Participants include Janette Clausen of Lutheran Family Service and
Rev. David Loeschen, Pastor, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Denison.

Rev. Jonathan Watt is Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Creston, IA. He
also serves as the Life Coordinator for lowa District West of The Lutheran

Church—Missouri Synod.
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Zion Lutheran Church

118 W Tracy St

Box 59

Arcadia, lowa 51430

Rev. Ben Dose

EMAIL: Zionluth@netins.net
PHONE: 712-689-2441

Friends Who Care
Christian Education 9:00 am

Divine Worship 10:00 am

Adult Bible Class 9:00 am.

Non Profit Organization
Arcadia, 1A 51430
Standard Mail




