This month’s Dose of Wisdom is about the Augsburg Confession. I wrote about this Con-
sion of Faith back in June, but would like to write a little bit more on the history and back-
bund of the writing. What I have below is pieces from Concordia; The Lutheran Confessions.
lese words are not my own, but taken from the book. The Augsburg Confession matters to us
lay because in it lays the foundation of what we believe, teach, and confess as Lutherans. And
lually as you will read below, laymen read the Confession before the Emperor, the most pow-
ful man in the world at the time of the Augsburg Confession, 1530. It took great faith and
i hirage for those who were influenced by the teachings of Luther to make this bold confession
of faith in front of such an audience. May we pray to God for such faith and great boldness to-
day.

II. The Lutheran Confessions

The Augsburg Confession was written by Melanchthon in 1530. Emperor Chatles V had
invited the Lutheran princes and theologians to attend a meeting of government leaders at Augs-
burg. He wanted to discuss how the religious controversy in his Empire could be settled, so that
German Lutheran princes would join the Imperial forces to keep the Turks out of Europe. The
Augsburg Confession is composed from several documents that already existed but which were
combined by Melanchthon to give a clear but conciliatory summary of the teachings and practic-
es of the Lutheran congregations. To this day it is the basic Lutheran confession.

The Apology (or defense) of the Augsburg Confession was published in 1531. After the
Augsburg Confession had been read to the emperor, a committee of Romanist theologians pre-
pared a reply called the Confutation. The Apology defends the Augsburg Confession against the
accusations of the Confutation.

Editor’s Introduction to the Augsburg Confession

On Saturday, June 25, 1530, at three o’clock in the afternoon, Dr. Christian Beyer stood,
walked toward the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, Charles V, and began reading the Augs-
burg Confession in a loud and distinct voice. Through the open windows a hushed crowd outside
in the courtyard hung on his every word, as did the two hundred or so people gathered in the hall.
Beside Dr. Beyer stood Dr. Gregory Bruck, holding a copy of the Augsburg Confession in Latin.
The German princes around them stood up to indicate their support for the Confession. The em-
peror motioned for them to sit down.

When Dr. Beyer finished reading, Dr. Bruck took the German copy of the Confession
from him, handed both copies to the emperor , and said, “Most gracious Emperor, this is a Con-
fession that will even prevail against the gates of hell, with the grace and help of God.” Thus was
the Augsburg Confession presented as a unique Confession of the truth of God’s holy Word, dis-
tinct from Romanism on the one hand, and Reformed, Anabaptists, and radicals on the other.
June 25, 1530, is a date every bit as important for Lutherans as is the more familiar date of Octo-
ber 31, 1517—the day on which Luther posted his Ninety-five Theses.

Concordia : The Lutheran Confessions. Edited by Paul Timothy McCain. St. Louis, MO : Concordia Pub-
lishing House, 2005, xxx-xxxii



EVENING CIRCLE

The Zion Evening Circle will be
meeting at 7 pm on Wednesday,
October 7th at the home of Mari-
lyn Mueggenberg. Co-hostess is
Paulette Von Glan.

LADIES AID

The Ladies Aid will be meeting on
Thursday, October 1st at 1:30 pm.
Hostess is Phyllis Kuhl and Lila
Thiedeman will have Christian
Growth

LW.M.L. NEWS

L.W.M.L. SUNDAY
On Sunday, October 4th we
will be observing L.W.M.L.
Sunday. We will mark the day
with a special worship service
giving thanks to God for al the
blessings our Lord has given to

our congregation and the Ty
Church-at-Large through the The Women’s Bible Study

work of the Lutheran Women’s group will be meeting on the
Missionary League. So mem-  following Tuesday evenings at
bers of the Evening Circle and 6:30: QOctober 6th & 20th
the Ladies Aid please plan to

sit as a group and wear your

corsages.
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UPCOMIN G E{7ENTS IN THE COMMUNITY

Hospital atrium

g l
g Thursday  October 8th SARH Auxiliary $5 Jewelry Sale @ hospital atrium g
gFriday October 9th Carroll Lions Club Soup Day I
Graham Park Shelter House, Carroll 11 amto 7 pm i
Adults $8.50 10 & under $6 i
I Sunday October 11th Westside Fortnightly Flea Market 9:00 am to 3:00 pm I
Westside Community Building, Library, Fire Hall, Legion Hall i
§
Sunday October 11th First United Methodist Church, Carroli
Pork Chop/Chicken Breast Supper 4:00-7:00 pm !
|
ESunday October 18th St. John’s Catholic Church, Arcadia i
Soup Supper @ Arcadia Legion Hall 4:00-7:00 pm I
Adults $7; 5-10 $5 and preschool free i
!
| Sunday October 25th Immanuel Lutheran Church, Lidderdale g
I Soup Supper & Bake Sale 4:00-7:00 pm
Adults: $6; Children (5-12) $4; preschool free g
zThurSday October 29th SARH Auxiliary Pampered Chef products from 8-6 in i
!
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The Annual Harvest Dinner and Bake Sale will be held on
SUNDAY, November 8th at the Arcadia American Legion.
We will be serving from 4:00-7:00 pm. The menu consists
of Turkey and all the trimmings.

A sigh up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board in the
entry way for volunteers and donations. If you can help with
baking, serving, clean up or donating an item, for the din-
[ ner or bake sale,

PRAYER FOR REFORMATION

(October 31)

Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out
Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people.
Keep them steadfast in Your grace and

QUARTERLY VOTER’S truth, protect and comfort them in all
MEETING temptations, defend them against all

The Quarterly Voter’s Meeting will be held on enemies of Your Word, and bestow on
WEDNESDAY, October 14th at 7:30 pm. (please the Church Your saving peace; through
note the date) Items on the agenda will include the Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen
Election of Officers, Endowment Fund projects and
the proposal of the 2016 budget. EVERYONE is
encouraged and invited to attend and participate.

Setting a good example

Some friends gathered after the funeral of a dear, saintly man. They all knew how dedicated he
was to God, his church and his family.

The group started talking about the deceased man’s spiritual life — and specifically his prayer
life. The man’s son-in-law shared how important prayer was in his own life. He felt the need to regular-
ly give thanks and seek God’s guidance in his daily decisions.

The son-in-law added that he made it a point to put his young son to bed at least once a week. He
always knelt by the boy’s bed and prayed loud enough for his son to hear. He did so, he said, because he
wanted his son to know that his father believed in God and spoke to him.

Even though the boy’s grandfather was no longer alive, his godly example was having a lasting
impact on his family — an impact that will touch future generations for years to come.

“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down
and when you get up” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7, NIV).



HARVEST ACCOUNT

As in the past several years many members of Zion have offered their
thanks to the Lord at harvest by presenting a part of their harvest to
the Lord. If you would like to offer a gift to the Lord you can do so
by letting the Arcadia Elevator know how many bushels of corn or
beans you would like to give and that it is for Zion’s Harvest Account

In the busy times we are currently in, handling the finances of our congregation is
requiring more and mote work. In an effort to save our financial people time we ask
that you considet an old idea, that of the Simply Giving Progtam. To teftesh your
memorty, Simply Giving is a progtam whete once a week, once a month, or twice a
month, your offering is automatically deducted from your checking account and auto-
matically deposited into the churches account. All you will need to do is once a week
(or whatever you choose) is to record the amount in your check registet. That is all
there is to it. The amount is set by you and doesn’t change unless you request it to be
changed or discontinued. Special setvices like Advent, Lent, Christmas, etc are NOT
automatically deducted and we would encourage you to use your offering envelopes
for those services just like in the past. For each person our Financial Secretary has to
handle 52 envelopes and bookkeeping entries per year, and when you multiply that by
approximately 275 envelope numbers, that is a significant amount of work that could
be avoided by using the Simply Giving Program. An additional bonus would be that
our giving throughout the year would be mote consistent. We prayerfully ask that you
consider making this small change that would be of big help. To learn more about
this program, please contact the chutch office.

Why Go To Church?

A Church go’er wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made
no sense to go to church every Sunday... "I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and in that
time I have heard something like 203,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can't remember a
single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giv-
ing sermons at all."

This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column, much to the delight
of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: "I've been married for 30
years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I can-
not recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this.. They all nour-
ished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these
meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourish-
ment, I would be spiritually dead today!" When you are DOWN to nothing... God is UP to
something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible! Thank
God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment!

All right, now that you're done reading, send it on! I think everyone should read this!
When Satan is knocking at your door, simply say, "Jesus, could you get that for me? Amen!!



Below is a list of accounts that we have here at Zion. They include B
GENERAL FUND....... pays all the bills

MEMORIAL FUND.....money donated to the church in memory of someone to purchase
memorial items or projects

REPAIR FUND............ money that is designated for repairs or updates on the church or
church property
BUILDING FUND.......... the account that pays for the loan on the elevator

ENDOWMENT FUND......can be used for a variety of worthwhile missions, charitable
projects and evangelism outreach activities. This CAN NOT be used for operating expenses
such as salaries, insurance, etc
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/;he concert is open to the public. It is the closing event for Camp Okohoji’s
Fall Women'’s Retreat. The cost for the full retreat is $85 which includes the
ticket for the concert, meals from Friday evening through
Saturday evening, lodging Friday night and other program

expenses.

Retreat dates are: October 9-10, 2015

Register online at www.campokoboji.org or get tickets at www.itickets.com

\
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What is Happening at Your Camp?

DISCOVER CANPaign OKOBQJI
Pledges and Gifts: Total Over $750,000! Praise the Lord!

A Campaign Ambassador is a member of YOUR congre-
gation who has a passion for Camp Okoboji. They serve
as the link between the campaign and YOUR congrega-
tion’s involvement with it. Camp Okoboji is trying to identify
Ambassadors and is offering training sessions in late Octo-
ber. Contact Camp with the name of a possible Ambassa-
dor to represent YOUR congregation.

$250,000 Challenge Gift. The campaign has received this
exciting challenge opportunity! It would be great to meet
this challenge by the end of the year. When congregations
and individuals get involved, this can be accomplished.

Year End Gifts:

Blessed to be a blessing. Reflect on God's blessings to you
this year... and prayerfully consider Camp Okoboji on your
support list. Some areas of support to consider. Summer
Camperships, Annual Fund, Samuel & Ezra Cabin Re-
placement, Discover CAMPaign OKOBOJI. Click on
“Make a Donation” or mail your gift. We Thank You!

Camp Okoboji in the fall (and winter):

The Fall season brings some of the best days to be at
Camp Okoboji. One can enjoy watching the leaves bright-
en the fall skies, listening to the geese and ducks as they
migrate south, and enjoying the quiet solitude of water lap-
ping against the shore. You may schedule for any length of
time with Office Director Kellie Jones by calling 712-337-
3325 or toll free at 866-449-3326.

refreshing and
ional value for

ence

. 4 Christian experi
e;?)):;r;%d your family

Calendar

Sept. 26: U of O Octoberfest Bike Ride
Join other Camp Okoboji bike riders. A fun 25 mile ride
around the lake. Look for the Camp flag in the Minerva's

parking lot. Register online at: shop.threesons.com

Oct. 1-4: Fall Volunteer Weekend
Volunteer Weekend is just around the corner! Interested
in helping Camp get ready for winter? Call the Camp
office to reserve a room and get a project list. Room and
board are FREE for those coming fo volunteer. Worship
service on Sunday morning as well as an omelet brunch!
Don’'t miss this opportunity! CALL TODAY!

Oct. 4: Omelet Brunch
Mmmmmm Gooood! You can almost taste them now.

Oct. 5-6: IDW New Workers Retreat
Oct. 6-7: IDW Board of Directors

Oct. 9-10: Women’s Retreat and

Oct. 10: Kathy Troccoli Concert
DCE Tia Pugh will be the Bible Study Leader. Come
and enjoy each other and Camp. The main event will be
a Saturday night concert by Kathy Troccoli at 7pm. To
register for the retreat go to the Camp website. Concert
only tickets can be purchased at itickets using this link
http://www. itickets.com/events/344976.html

DISCOVER CANPaign OKOBOJI

Ambassador Training Sessions
Oct. 22; Fort Dodge—IDW Office at 6:30pm
Oct. 24: Camp Okoboji at 10am
Oct. 24: Redeemer, Sioux City at 4pm
Oct. 25: Denison at Cronk’s Café at 4pm
Oct. 27: Faith, Adel at 6:30pm
A meal will be provided at each site.

Camp Okdboji
1531 Edgewood Dr.
Milford IA 51351

Phone: 712-337-3325 E-mail: camp@campokoboji.org
Website: www.campokoboji.org

FACEBOOK
“Like"” us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/CampQkoboji-LCMS
Watch for upcoming events. See pictures of events and more!

Camp Staff Contact Information
Executive Director: Doug Kading doug@campokoboiji.org
Office Director: Kellie Jones kellie@campokoboji.org
Program Director: Lori Gamble lori@campokoboji.org

Nov. 1: Omelet Brunch
Last chance of the year to enjoy an omelet.
This brunch is sponsored by and supports the
JOY Camp program for special needs campers.
Let's support their cause!

Nov. 14: Volunteer Recognition Dinner
A special time to celebrate and thank all the volunteers
that help during the year. Their dedication plays a
huge role in Camp operations.

Dec. 1: Decorate Camp for Christmas
Volunteers Needed 9am - 2pm Lunch provided

Ministry Advancement Director: Paul Golke paul@campokoboji.org YOUR Event

Financial Director: Karrie Mullenburg karrie@campokoboji.org

Make your reservation today!
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Zion Lutheran Church Non-Profit Organization

118 W Tracy St U.S. Postage Paid
Box 59 Permit No 1
Arcadia, TA 51430 Arcadia, A 51430
712/689/2441

Zionluth@netins.net

Rev. Ben Dose

FRIENDS WHO CARE

Christian Education 9:00 am
Adult Bible Class 9:00 am

Divine Worship 10:00 am




