ZION PROCLAIMER

December 2016

Philippians 2:5-7
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, lal 6o, though he was in the form
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,!” 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of
a servant,'! being born in the likeness of men.

While flipping through the radio stations on our way home from Des Moines last weekend celebrating
Thanksgiving with our families'we came across 104.1 from Des Moines and they were playing the song, “It’s
the Most Wonderful Time of the Year.” It got me thinking, “Yes it is the most wonderful time of the year.”
But we must take a step back and remember that before we get to full blown Christmas celebrations we medi-
tate on the slowness of the season of Advent. Yes, Advent. Advent is a season that we like to rush past and
quickly get to Christ in the manger at Bethlehem. In our haste, we miss the time to stop and relax waiting and
meditating on what it means to wait. In this culture we live in everything happens fast and we expect every-
thing to happen fast and if it doesn’t we become upset. So during this Advent season,
slow...down...and...wait... with expectation and anticipation for Christ to come as a baby, but also think
about what it means for Christ to come at the end of the world or think about what it means when you meet
Christ upon your death. During this time think about what it means that Christ comes to you in the Word and
the Sacraments. If you notice the hymns we sing during the season of Advent, they focus very much on the
waiting and anticipation for Christ to come into the presence of His people.

You can come to church on Wednesdays either in the morning at 11:00 or at 6:30 in the evening. These ser-
vices, hymns, readings, and meditations will focus on waiting for Christ to come to His people. You can do a
Google search on the Hymns of Advent and you will be surprised about how many Christians still celebrate
the season of Advent. You can create a station on Pandora (one of many streaming music stations) for Advent
Antiphon or Advent Meditations. Take time this Advent season to slow down and ponder the mystery that is
God coming to earth in human flesh and blood to be one of His people, us, to save His people from their sins.
Take time to listen to podcasts from Issues Etc. Lutheran Talk Radio at Issuesetc.org and subscribe free to
their Podcast on iTunes. They discuss the readings for the upcoming Sunday as well as look at hymns of the
season of Lent. Yes all of this is almost too much to comprehend. This where faith overcomes reason and
simply lets us soak in the joy of Christ’s birth at Bethlehem.

Yes, “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year”, because of the mystery of Christ coming down to be
one of us to save us from our sins. Meditate, ponder, wonder, read and rejoice this Advent and Christmas sea-
son.

Blessings in Christ’s Advent,
Pastor Dose



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Our Sunday School will again be sharing the joyous message of our
Lord’s birth through a special Worship Service on Christmas Eve at

5:00 pm.

&rzdé_zy Christmas program practices will be held on Sunday mornings from 9:00-
SCﬁOO[ 9:45 am (during our Sunday School Time) Attendance will be taken for
(P”Og” am Sunday School. The Christmas Eve service will be at 5:00 pm We are re-
questing all children to be at church by 4:30 pm.
Sunday School Classes will NOT be held on Sunday, December 25th or January 1st. We will

resume on Sunday, January 8th at 9 am.

On Wednesday, December 21st we will be having a Program Practice We
will have practice from 4:00-5:30. Preschoolers do NOT need to be here

Christmas(Party A snack will be served right after school for the students.

The Sunday School staff would like to wish all our students and there families a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year as be celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In lieu of exchanging Christmas gifts (students to teachers and teachers to students)
that the teachers and students bring, hats, mittens, socks, underwear to take to New
Opportunities and local schools for their shelves Thank you for helping in this

mission project.

hristmas
Mission
Project

We would like to say Thank You to everyone who helped in
any way with the Annual Harvest Supper on November 6th
Without everyone’s help with donating food, money, time
and work, we would not be able to pull off such an event.
In looking back our first Harvest Supper was held on
October 19, 1991. Approximately 390 people were served
and after expenses $4300 was raised for the general fund.




LADIES AID

The Ladies Aid will be meeting on

Thursday, December 1st at 12

noon for a potluck dinner hosted H 0 l)
by the Fellowship Circle. Please

bring your soap for Lutheran

change. Also, bring along any

World Relief in place of a gift ex- ﬂ

; /)
items for the health kits, school /
kits, baby layettes or towels for

bibs.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

: For School Kits .
S goao| Kit may also be used in adult literacy classes.

L.W.M.L.

EVENING CIRCLE

The Evening Circle will meet on
Monday, December 5th at the
home of Sandy Hunter starting at 6
pm with M-Z serving. It will be
E A E determined that evening what our
C mission $$ will be sent to in licu of
Christmas present exchange.

People who must flee their homes quickly often do not
have time to pack essential items. Lutheran World Relief
health kits can help children, men and women who are ref-
ugees maintain personal hygiene while living in exile. Our
ladies Aid and Evening Circles help with this project by put-
ting together health kits. Items needed for the kits are:
bath towel, (dark in color) Washcloth (dark in color) bath-
size bar of soap, (any brand & in original wrapping) adult-
size toothbrushes in original packaging, wide tooth combs,
nail file or nail clippers with file attached, and also band-
aids (1/2-3/4”) If you would like to help by donating any of
these items, please bring them to the church office.

i Another project of the Ladies Aid and Evening Circle are

i School Kits. Items that are needed for school kits include:

i spiral notebooks, blunt scissors, ruler (need cm also marked)
i pencil sharpeners, #2 pencils, pink erasers, construction pa-

per, crayons (16-24 count)

' : A Lutheran World Relief school kit may provide the only sup-

plies for children returning to school after the disruption of
war. School kits help parents continue their children’s educa-

i tion even while living in a refugee camp, for example. A
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9:00 am

Midweek Advent Service

Advent Devotions
Midweek Advent Service

Advent Devotions
Sunday School Children
Program Practice
Midweek Advent Service

Sunday School Children’s
Program
Candlelight Service/HC

Christmas Day
Worship/HC
New Year’s Eve/HC

The Lutheran Hour may be heard on Sundays on the following radio stations in our area: KAYL, 990 AM,
Storm Lake, 10 am; KDSN, 107.1 FM, Denison, 6:30 am; KDSN, 1530 AM, Denison, 10:30 am; WHO
1040 AM, Des Moines, 7:30 a.m. Also available 24 hours/day on the Internet (@ www.lutheranhour.org

December 4 ""Wait Until He Comes!" Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz

A broken world waits, yearns, and hopes for restoration. Jesus has already done everything to make that res-

toration a reality. (Isaiah 11:1-10)

December 11 "Let the Adventure Begin"

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz

In Christ, all of life is an adventure, one that is full of His promise and hope. (Isaiah 35:1-10)

December 18 '"Peace On Earth, Peace That Lasts" Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz

What is the key to real and lasting peace on earth? Jesus, God with us. (Matthew 1:18-25)

December 25 "What We Really Want" Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus

What do you want this Christmas? Jesus is God's greatest gift to a sinful world. (Galatians 4:4-5)

Advent Devotions

Divine Worship/HC



On Sunday, December 4th, we will be deco-
rating the church for the Christmas season.

Plans are to decorate following our worship
® service that morning. The LYF will be serving

soup and sandwiches for lunch.

All are welcome to come and help. If nothing
else, stay for lunch for fellowship

“PROVIDED

The LYF will be offering daycare on
Sunday, December 4, 2016
11:30 am to 3:00 pm.
All youth ages 3 to the 4th grade are welcome

They will be hosting a day of
Cookie Decorating
Games
Christmas Crafts
Movies

Parents: you can enjoy an afternoon of shopping, baking,
" Holiday errands, or just taking a nap. Let the LYF take care
of the kids.



e On Thursday, December 22nd the LYF is plan-
| % ning to go to Carroll to the Nursing homes for
;;E;] @P Christmas Caroling. They would also like to en-
s ﬂ courage and invite others to join them.

We will meet here at the church at 4:30 to leave
for Carroll

Following our caroling, we will be going out for
ﬂj pizza. Please watch for more details.

The LYF, and Sunday School students, invite you to
help collect items for care packages for our nursing
homes. We are a drop off center for the “Carroll

Cares” program. ltems that are needed are:

« Shower Gel
. Lotions
' . Perfumes/Body Sprays
. Combs/picks
« Window Clings
. Window Décor
« Playing Cards
« Large print books

' « Puzzle Books
ersnna . Non Skid Socks
. Toothbrushes/toothpaste
Pr“ducls . Stationary
Coligrzion




Remember My Birthday?

As you well know, we are getting closer to my birthday. Every year there is a celebration in
my honor and I think that this year the celebration will be repeated. During this time there are
many people shopping for gifts, there are many radio announcements, TV commercials, and in
every part of the world everyone is talking that my birthday is getting closer and closer. It is
really very nice to know, that at least once a year, some people think of me

As you know, the celebration of my birthday began many years ago. At first people seemed to
understand and be thankful of all that I did for them, but in these times, no one seems to know
the reason for the celebration. Family and friends get together and have a lot of fun, but they
don't know the meaning of the celebration.

I remember that last year there was a great feast in my honor. The dinner table was full of deli-
cious foods, pastries, fruits, assorted nuts and chocolates. The decorations were equisite and
there were many, many beautifully wrapped gifts. But, do you want to know something? I was-
n't invited. I was the guest of honor and they didn't remember to send me an invitation.

The party was for me, but when that great day came, I was left outside, they closed the door in
my face......... and I wanted to be with them and share their table. In truth, that didn't surprise
me because in the last few years all close their doors to me.

Since I was not invited, I decided to enter the party without making any noise. I went in and
stood in a corner. They were all drinking; there were some who were drunk and telling jokes
and laughing at everything. They were having a great time.

To top it all, this big fat man all dressed in red wearing a long white beard entered the room
yelling Ho-Ho-Ho! He seemed drunk. He sat on the sofa and all the children ran to him, say-
ing : "Santa Claus, Santa Claus"... as if the party were in his honor ! At 12 midnight all the
people began to hug each other; I extended my arms waiting for someone

to hug me and .... do you know .... no one hugged me.

Suddenly they all began to share gifts. They opened them one by one with great expectation.
When all had been opened, I looked to see if, maybe, there was one for me. What would you
feel if on your birthday everybody shared gifts and you did not get one ? I then understood that
I was unwanted at that party and quietly left. Every year it gets worse. People only remember
to eat and drink, the gifts, the parties and nobody remembers me.



I would like this Christmas that you allow me to enter into your life. I would like that you
recognize the fact that almost two thousand years ago I came to this world to give my life for
you, on the cross, to save you. Today I only want that you believe this with all you heart. I
want to share something with you. As many didn't invite me to their party, I will have my own
celebration, a grandiose party that no one has ever imagined, a spectacular party.

I'm still making the final arrangements. Today I am sending out many invitations and there is
an invitation for you. I want to know if you wish to attend and I will make a reservation for
you and write your name with golden letters in my great guest book. Only those on the guest
list will be invited to the party. Those who don't answer the invitation, will be left

outside.

Do you know how you can answer this invitation? it is by extending it to others whom you
care for... I'll be waiting for all of you to attend my party this year... See you soon ....I love
you !

= Jesus Do’
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- The 2017 Offering Envelopes will be
There will NOT The I-_\nnua_l Voters available for pickup during the later
be a January Meeting will be part of the month of December.

held on Wednes- Please stop by the table in the entry

way to pick yours up. If you cannot
day January 11th locate yours, please let the office

at 7:30 pm. know.

newsletter due
to the Annual
report.




Once upon a time there was a girl who had four boyfriends.

She loved the fourth boyfriend the most and adorned him with rich robes and treated him to the finest of delicacies. She
gave him nothing but the best

She also loved the third boyfriend very much and was always showing him off to neighboring kingdoms. However, she
feared that one day he would leave her for another.

She also loved her second boyfriend. He was her confident and was always kind, considerate and patient with her.
Whenever this girl faced a problem, she could confide in him, and he would help her get through the difficult times.

The girl's first boyfriend was a very loyal partner and had made great contributions in maintaining her wealth and king-
dom. However, she did not love the first boyfriend. Although he loved her deeply, she hardly took notice of him!

One day, the girl fell ill and she knew her time was short. She thought of her luxurious life and wondered, 'T now have
four boyfriends with me, but when I die, I'll be all alone.’

Thus, she asked the fourth boyfriend, 'T loved you the most, endowed you with the finest clothing and showered great
care over you. Now that I'm dying, will you follow me and keep me company?' No way!", replied the fourth boyfriend,
and he walked away without another word. His answer cut like a sharp knife right into her heart.

The sad girl then asked the third boyfriend, 'T loved you all my life. Now that I'm dying, will you follow me and keep me
company?' 'No!", replied the third boyfriend. 'Life is too good! When you die, I'm going to marry someone else!' Her
heart sank and turned cold.

She then asked the second boyfriend, 'I have always turned to you for help and you've always been there for me. When
I die, will you follow me and keep me company?' I'm sorry, I can't help you out this time!", replied the second boy-
friend.. ‘At the very most, I can only walk with you to your grave.' His answer struck her like a bolt of lightning, and the
girl was devastated.

Then a voice called out: 'T'll go with you. I'll follow you no matter where you go.' The girl looked up, and there was her
first boyfriend. He was very skinny as he suffered from malnutrition and neglect. Greatly grieved, the girl said, 'T should
have taken much better care of you when I had the chance!'

In truth, you have four boyfriends in your lives: Your fourth boyfriend is your body. No matter how much time and ef-
fort you lavish in making it look good, it will eave you when you die. Your third boyfriend is your possessions, status and
wealth. When you die, it will all go to others. Your second boyfriend is your family and friends. No matter how much
they have been there for you, the furthest they can stay by you is up to the grave. And your first boyfriend is your spirit.
Often neglected in pursuit of wealth, power and pleasures of the world. However, your spirit is the only thing that will
follow you where ever you go. Cultivate, strengthen and cherish now, for it is the only part of you that will follow you to
the throne of God and continue with you throughout Eternity.

Thought for the day:
Remember, when the world pushes you to your knees, you're in the perfect position to pray

Being happy doesn't mean everything's perfect. It means you've decided to see beyond the imperfections.
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December 2016 (Please Copy, Post, and Share)

DISCOVER Cement Work Complete!

1531 Edgewoot k
Milford, 1A 5135
712-337-3325

® nthe, - 9
Spotlight™ 2o

2017 Theme: Under Construction

Check Out www.campokoboji.org
For Schedule and Dates

Dec. 5: Christmas Decorating at Camp
A fun day of preparing Camp for the Christmas
Season. A great witness to guests and the local
community. Lunch is provided.

2017 Winter Camps and Events!

Jan. 27-29: Family Ice Fishing Retreat
Adults $105 Children: $85 (ages 3-9)
Fishing guides will help educate and direct.
The Saturday night fish fry is the best!

Jan. 28: Winter Games Family Fun Event
and Ping Pong Tournament

Camp Okohoiji hosts this great event dur-

ing the Okoboji Winter Games weekend.

Feb. 24-25: C.H.A.O.S. Jr. High Retreat
Get your church youth together for this
amazingly fun winter retreat.

Camp O
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dly, safe, refres
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se of Jesus at the La-ke
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Okoboiji
Updates

Campaign Nears $1,400,000
Phase One Goal!

Let’s wrap up Phase 1 NOW! _..F
Make Your Gift Today! ‘
(3

Laborers For Christ {LFC) e L
Are on-site and working hard! 9‘?4 :
Volunteers Needed! @5

Builders: Light construction work.
Finishers: Painters, cleaners, lighter duties.
Servers: Needed to help support the above.

LFC works with volunteers during the week
and on weekends. Come for a day or several.
This can save the project tens of thousands
of dollars. You (and your group) will also
find it to be a very fulfilling experience.
Contact Camp to volunteer.

It’s time to roll up your sleeves!

- Still on the Table -
$250,000 Matching Gift Challenge
We're getting close!

Let’s get this met by the end of 2016!

Schedule Your Event/Retreat!
Youth, Family, Leadership, Bible Study
Get your group together and come to
enjoy Camp and the Okoboji area. Con-
tact the Camp Office to check date avail-
ability and ask how we can help make
your event/retreat successful.
712-337-3325 camp@campokobaiji.org

YOUR Participation & Support Needed!

We ask our Camp Friends for the following:
1. Pray for the success of Camp Okoboji.

2. Attend Camp programs and events.

3. Support Camp verbally and financially.

4, Share Camp with others and invite them.

s THRIVENT
FINANCIAL®
Can Make a Huge Impact at Camp Okoboji

Action Teams: Can help with many aspects
of the Camp and the DISCOVER Building.

Choice Dollars: Designating Camp Okoboji
helps us in so many ways. Thank You!

Call Camp with your questions regarding
these programs. They are very easy to work

Laborers For Christ Devotions: This dedicat-
ed group takes time each day for devotions
and prayer. Camp staff and volunteers are
invited to join them. They have created their
own form of ministry, and are a blessing.

First Lutheran, Kingsley: On each 5th Sunday

of the month this year, First Lutheran took an

offering in support of Discover. What a great

way to use these special Sundays! Thank You!
g T g

What Will Be Your DISCOVER Moment?
Discover Update
Volunteers Needed!

The Floor has been Poured!
Joists are ready to Hoist!
Need to Haul a bunch of Wall!

Attention to framing the Interior
will soon turn to finishing the Exterior!

Call: 712-337-3325 to help!

with, even online!
For More Info
Flyers & Schedules
campokoboji.org

Camp Staff Contact Information

Executive Director: Doug Kading doug@campokobaji.org
Office Director: Kellie Jones kellie@campokoboiji.org
Program Director: Lori Gamble lori@campokoboji.org
Min. Advance. Dir.: Paul Golke paul@campokoboji.org
Bookkeeper: Karrie Mullenberg karrie@campokoboji.org
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Zion Lutheran Church
118 W Tracy St

Box 59

Arcadia, IA 51430
712/689/2441
Zionluth@netins.net

FRIENDS W3HO CARE

Christian Education 9:00 am
Divine Worship 10:00 am

Christmas Fve—Sunday School Program 5:00 pm
Christmas Fve Candle Light /HC 11:00 pm
Christmas Day 9:00 am

Non-Profit Organization
Arcadia, IA 51430
Standard mail



