Stewardship Under the Cross
Do I have to Tithe?

That is an interesting question: do we have to tithe under the New Testament? After all, tithing, that is,
giving 10% of our income to God's work in the Church, is a regulation of the Old Testament. We live under
Christ in the New Testament so does this apply to us today?

We might approach our answer to this question by asking whether or not we have to keep the Third
Commandment — which reads in full from Exodus 20:8-11

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your
gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh
day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made itholy.

So do we have to keep this commandment? Should we cease from all labor on Saturday as the people
of the Old Testament did? Of course not! That was one of the Old Testament prophecies of Christ — and since
Christ has fulfilled the Sabbath rest by resting in the tomb on Holy Saturday, we are free from the Old Testa-
ment Sabbath regulations. Thus St. Paul writes, “Let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and
drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come, but
the substance belongs to Christ” (Col. 2:16-17) .

And yet, there the Third Commandment stands in our Small Catechism: Remember the Sabbath Day to
keep it holy! What's going on here? Well, look at Luther's explanation of the third commandment: “What does
this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but gladly hear
and learn it.” So the form of the commandment, the letter of the law, has passed away as a shadow: but the
spirit still remains. We are to honor God by our worship, by gladly receiving His Word and Sacraments in His
Church.

So it is with tithing. The New Testament nowhere lists the precise regulations about giving this tithe
and that tithe to the Levites and the Temple and so on. Those precise regulations were to point us to Christ:
who represents the fullness of humanity though He is one Man, just as the tithe represented the fullness of the
income of the people of Israel though it was only 10% thereof. We are in no way bound to these precise legal
regulations of Old Testament Israel.

And yet, just as the fulfilling of the Sabbath Day doesn't mean that going to the Lord's House for wor-
ship once a week is obsolete — so also the New Testament does not make faithful financial stewardship obso-
lete. Rather, the New Testament is full of admonitions on this point: “On the first day of every week, each of
- you is to put something aside and store it up, as cach one of you may prosper.” (1 Cor.16:2); “But just as you

excel in everything-- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us --see
that you also excel in this grace of giving.” (2 Cor. 8:7); “The point is this: he who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up
his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you
with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may provide in
abundance for every good work” (2 Cor. 9:6-8).

So just as the Old Testament's once a week worship became the benchmark for New Testament wor-
ship, so also the Old Testament's tithe becomes the benchmark for New Testament stewardship. Not in the
way of inflexible, minute regulations — but in the way of pattern and fulfillment. If in the New Testament we
are called to give proportionally (“as each one may prosper”), weekly (“on the first day”), and “generously” -
then surely the Old Testament tithe is the floor level of Christian giving, not the ceiling. As our worship in the
New Testament is a greater fulfillment of the Old Testament Sabbath, so also our New Testament stewardship
is called to be an even greater sacrificial fulfillment of the Old Testament tithing regulations.

Blessings In Christ,
Pastor Dose
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Greetings to all students and friends of Zion. This is a reminder that V.B.S. will be held
the week of June 5-9. Our theme this year is “Mighty Fortress: In Jesus the Victory is
Won” Our classes will begin with opening devotions at 8:30 am (so plan your artival ac-
cordingly) and will end with closing devotions at 11:30 am. All children ages 4 (By June
5th through the 8th grade are invited and encouraged to attend.

REMINDERS: 1) Students ate reminded that “good” clothes should NOT be worn as
some craft projects can be kind of messy. 2) Daily offerings will be taken and given for a
special mission project. 3)There will be sign up sheets for the moms (or dads) to bring
treats. 5) To aid in having extra supplies, pethaps your student could bring their used
school supplies and those that they won’t be using again to VBS...colors, scissors, glue,
markers.

On the first day...come and find your classtoom and meet your classmates and teachet.
You will be in the class that you will be in this fall. Whether you are or are NOT
attending this year, or are new to the program, it would be appreciated if you
could let the church office know as this makes a difference in the number of ma-
terials that we order. (689-2441)

QUILTS: The 5th-8th Graders will be tying quilts with anticipation of out doing the
number from last year. If you have any sheets, lightweight blankets, etc, please bting them
to the church as this will help with the project.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: If you would be willing to help out with VBS

this year, teaching, crafts, snacks, etc please contact the church office.

This year we will also be collecting bats of soap and school supplies for the Ladies Mis-

sion Projects.

70 sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper;

30 centimeter ruler (can have inches on the other side)
pencil sharpener

blunt scissors

unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers;

black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink

box of 16 or 24 crayons

0
21/2” eraset Supplies Needed




Register Me For
“Mighty Fortress”
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Zion Lutheran Church, Arcadia
(June 5-9, 2017)

Registet @ vbsmate.org/events/zionarcadia

For more information please contact the office at 712-689-2441. Please mail the registration form to Zion
Lutheran Church, Box 59, Arcadia, IA 51430 or email it to zionluth@netins.net

Name of student'(s) grade to enter in fall

Please provide Birth date for those in preschool (must be 4 by June 5th)

Parents Name

Phone Number & Or Cell Number

Emergency Contact Person & Phone Number (daycare)
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Also on May 17t baccalaureate service will be held at the Presby-

terian Church in Vail, starting at 7 pm. Everyone is welcome.

On Sunday, May 21st we will remember and honor these mem-
bers of Zion in our worship service and announcing the Violetta
- M. Anderson and the Zion Memorial Scholarship winnets.

e

A Word For Graduates

Congratulations to the young members of our congregation who are gradu-
ating! No doubt they look forward to the next phase of their lives with ex-
citement, anticipation and perhaps a little apprehension.

We hope these words, adapted from Phillips Brooks, will serve gradu-
ates well as they embark on their journeys:

“Do not pray for an easy life; pray to be a stronger
person. Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers but
for powers equal to your tasks. Then the doing of your

work shall be no miracle, but you will be the miracle.
Every day you shall wonder at yourself and the richness
of life which has come to you by the grace of God.”

e | n ians 1:9
Phiipp

2 My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, preserve
sound judgment and discretion; % they will be life for you, an ornament to
grace your neck (Proverbs 3:21-22)

1 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lorp, “plans to pros-
per you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Jeremiah 29:11



In the busy times we ate cuttently in, handling the finances of our
SIMELY congtegation is tequiting more and more work. In an effort to save outr
financial people time we ask that you considet an old idea, that of the
Simply Giving Program. To reftesh your memory, Simply Giving is a
program where once a week, once a month, or twice a month, your offer
ing is automatically deducted from your checking account and automati
cally deposited into the chutches account. All you will need to do is once
a week (ot whatever you choose) is to recotd the amount in your check
tegister. That is all thete is to it. The amount is set by you and doesn’t
change unless you request it to be changed or discontinued. Special ser
vices like Advent, Lent, Christmas, etc are NOT automatically deducted
and we would encourage you to use your offeting envelopes for those setvices just like in the past. For each pet-
son our Financial Secretaty has to handle 52 envelopes and bookkeeping entries per year, and when you multi-
ply that by approximately 275 envelope numbets, that is a significant amount of work that could be avoided by
using the Simply Giving Program. An additional bonus would be that our giving throughout the year would be
more consistent. We prayerfully ask that you consider making this small change that would be of big help.

To leatn mote about this program, please contact the church office

Thank you for your help
Stewardship Committee

OFFERINGS (Jan-April) $45,075.00
Thrivent Choice $ 735.00
SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING TO DATE 227.00
FISH BOWL 144.00
Non Budget Income

TOTAL INCOME - $46,181.00
EXPENSES (Jan-April) $48,432.00

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:

Jesus said we are to love our neighbots, and we ate to serve and support them. We violate
Scriptute’s principles when we ignote the interests and needs of others. We were not created for

the purpose of spending all our time looking out for our self-intetests. If we ignore God and
others, we may hear Him saying to us, “You fool” as Jesus said to the Rich Fool in the Parable
(Luke 12:13-21)
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Under Construction
2017 Programs and Events
May 4-6: Spring Clean-up Weekend
May 7: 9:45 Worship and Omelet Brunch
May 12-14: Youth Volunteer Weekend

May 22-24:

Continuing Education' Workshop

Pastors, DCEs, Teachers, Lay

Ministers, Deaconesses, Lay Leaders

_ ]/ Presenter: Dr. Peter Nafzger
Topic: ‘Beginning with the End in

Mind’

Arestructured, expanded, holistic and

May 21— Sunday night housing, no supper.

May 26-29: Veterans Family Retreat

May 28: DISCOVER Center Dedication

June 2-4: Kids Kamp

June 5-23: On-Site Day Camp (M-F)

June 8-11: JOY Camp 1 (Special Needs)

June 11-14: Adventure Camp

June 11-17: Girls Sports Camp

June 17: Minnesota Twins Bus Trip

June 18-23: Technology Camp

June 24: Quilt Auction

June 24: Paul’s Bike-A-Thon Challenge

June 25-July 1: Minneboji Youth Camp

July 2-7: July 4th Family Retreat

July 9-15: Junior High Week

July 13-16: JOY Camp 2 (Special Needs):

July 16-22: Concordia Cub Week

July 23-29: High School Youth Week

July 30-Aug. 4: Family Retreat!

Aug. 6-11: Family Retreat Il

Aug. 11-13: Hispanic Family Retreat

Aug. 20: Golf Outing -

Aug. 25-27: Adult Retreat

Sept. 2: BBQ Cook Off Event

Sept. 20-22: Outdoor Education

Sept. 28-Oct. 1: Fall Clean-up Weekend &
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

Oct. 6-8: Fall Women's Retreat

Sunday Morning Worship: Memorial Day-
Labor Day Weekends v

intergenerational approach to Confirmation.

Housekeeping

Call Camp &
Go to: nloma.org

Getting Ready To Dedicate
Sunday, May 28, 4 pm
Meal and Open House to Follow

Join Us for this Celebratory Event!
Please RSVP in Advance 712-337-3325

The interior is nearly completel
Cabinets and finish work is underway.
The last item will be the glass entryway
(replacing the light colored wood)

Come out for a tour!

Funding Still Needed

4 - Still on the Table -

| $250,000 Matching Gift Challenge:
We’re within $50,000 of meeting this

Challenge! Your Support is Appreciated

and Your Gift Will Still Be Matched!
€y THRIVENT
FINANGIAL

Members can make a huge impact with
Action Teams & Choice Dollar Designations

Team  LaiPs

ijk i ”&%iﬁ;’ 9‘\
Contact Camp o¥ Your Church Office
IDW Support IDW youth
Camp: Funding available

Camp Currency: A great encouragement and reward
Camp Auxiliary: 6 Cub Week Full Scholarships: Application Deadline April 18
Minneboji Youth Camp: Contact Rev. Dave Otten (revdavidotten@gmail.com)

Congregations: Many offer support

Thank You!

Christian qxperience.

 DISCOVER Center Update

Picture of the Month
Outdoor Worship area gets new
bench seating. . . with back rests!

For More Info. Flyers & Schedules
www.campokoboiji.org

Camp Okoboji Notes

Online Registration process is up and running.
A new system has been added. If you have any
issues with registering for any camp program,
event, or retreat, please contact the office.

Looking for Legos: To help
with a Luther’s Seal project. Bag
up your Legos and drop them off
at Camp.

' for Camp
Camp Okoboji is in need of a used van for their
Traveling VBS Team. Got one? Call Camp!

Holy
Land
Tour
Hosted by Doug Kading November 5-15, 2017.
Rev. Ken Klaus and his wife will be tour hosts.

Visit the land Jesus walked; places that saw the
likes of Abraham, Moses, David, Esther, John
the Baptist, and Mary; and sacred sites of the
Old and New Testaments.

Contact Doug for a detailed brochure.

Camp Staff Contact Information

Executive Director: Doug Kading doug@campokoboaji.org
Office Director:
Program Director: Lori Gamble lori@campokoboji.org
Min. Advance. Dir.: Paul Golke paul@campokoboji.org
Bookkeeper: Karrie Mullenberg karrie@campokoboji.org

Kellie Jones  kellie@campokoboji.org




3 Great Weeks!
June 5-9, 2017
June 12-16, 2017

June 19-23, 2017

Cost per camper: $35 per day or $140 for the entire
week! Includes breakfast, lunch and program
supplies!

Time: 7:30 am—5:30 pm
Activities include: Bible time, crafts, music,
swimming, canoeing, camp games, and more!

For more information

www.campokoboji.org
Phone: 712-337-3325



MISSION CENTRAL EVENTS
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

N

Rev. Joel Fritsche & Family
Dominican Republic
Friday, May 5, 2017

1 PM

A 4

R 4

Rev. James Sharp & Family
Uruguay, South America
Saturday, May 20, 2017

1 PM

<

@

<

Rev. Greg Seltz
Speaker of The Lutheran Hour
Thursday, May 25, 2017
7PM

L 4

Rev. Matthew Ruesch & Family
Puerto Rico
Saturday, June 17,2017
1 PM

@



Gail Grieser

Macau
Saturday, June 24, 2017
1 PM

Rev. Chuck Hoffman & Family
Korea
Saturday, June 24, 2017
1:30 PM

L 4

L 4

Rev. Dr. Steve Oliver & Family
Taiwan
Saturday, July 15, 2017
1 PM

Rev. Carl Hanson & Family

Hong Kong China
Saturday, July 15, 2017
1:30 PM
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INDIVIDUAL OUTREACHy
WITH ADULTS & YOUTH

IOWAY Volunteers Making a Difference

Many of you are aware of, or have been a part of, an exciting IOWAY outreach to hundreds of
children and parents at Moulton Elementary School in Des Moines, lowa, where there are
approximately 500 elementary students (K-5). A large majority of these children are refugees or
immigrants from many countries. Currently there are 27 languages spoken in the school!

One of the ways that Towa District West church members responded to the needs of the children
was to provide hundreds of quilts, pillows, pillowcases and toys. This is a story in itself. Over
500 beautiful quilts and hundreds of pillows brought smiles of gratitude to the teachers, children
and parents. Through IOWAY, two churches provided funding for 250 emergency hand crank
flashlights and 250 student first aid kits. These are part of a project teaching the children how to
respond toa dlsaster or emergency In some cases, it may be a personal emergency if the family
has to leave their home suddenly, etc.
Other supplies were included in the kits,
but we provided those two items. They
were greatly appreciated.

As I learned more about the needs of the
families and children, I decided to
contact Jowa District West churches in
the Des Moines area. Iextended an
invitation to the pastors and leaders to be
part of an “exploratory” meeting with the
Moulton principal and some of the
teachers to see how we could be of more
help to the school.




At the group meeting, we asked how we could help. Various things were discussed and one
outreach idea was to host a day camp/sports camp for the children. The wheels started to roll in
“uncharted waters.” When could we do a day camp? How many kids would come? Could we
expect 50 or 4007 What activities will we do? Will we get enough volunteers? What food
should we serve? How will we pay for it? Should we do crafts? Will we need permits? How
do we get those? And the list got longer as we proceeded.

It took time to work out the details but with each step we saw God’s guidance and direction. As
a friend said, “I see God’s fingerprints all over this!” One example is God’s provision for the
cost of the event. Ireceived a phone call from a gentleman who said he had heard about this
outreach and wanted to pay for the sports equipment and food. Wow!

As Iinquired about the number and kinds of balls
and equipment the school had to use for the sports
camp, I was told they did not have a single ball.
That surprise led to a $600 purchase of balls.
(Those balls are stored at the District Office and
you are welcome to borrow them for outreaches
that you have.)

The request for volunteers went out and you
responded. Thank you! All the details for what to
serve, where to purchase the food. at the best price,
and who was purchasing the items were set.

Saturday, March 25, the day selected for our event, arrived in all its glory as an all-day
downpour! In spite of the continual rain, 95 volunteers arrived at Moulton Elementary smiling,
willing and ready to help.

Approximately 100 students and parents braved the rain.
All activities were held inside the school. Volunteers not
directly involved with the students, helped the teachers in
many ways to improve, sort and clean. It was a day for
IDW people to help by being the hands and feet of Jesus.
God’s fingerprints are on Moulton School. We wait to
see where He will lead next. I want to share photos of the
activities and children, but I can’t because it wasn’t
possible to get written permission from each parent for
their child to be photographed.

The teachers are looking for volunteers to help at Moulton. If you have a half hour or an hour a
week that you would like to help a student or teacher, please contact me and I will connect you
with the school.

Thank you again to all those who made this outreach possible! More events are being planned.
Please contact me if you are interested in being part of this IOWAY opportunity.

Ellie Menz, IOWAY Director
ellie.menz@idwlems.org | 515-370-1159




d"SUONESIqNa/BI0° SWOMPT WWh Je Jobuassayy ol MaIA
‘SOIJIAIOE 1SN 1OLISIJ BMO| UO UOBWLIOMI SI0W 104

peso|Q 82O oHISIq ‘ABQ [BUOWSIN“'6T ABIN

lfoqoyQ dwen ‘doysyiopn uoleonp3 Bulnuiuo  $z-2z Ae

eBpoQ Ho4 ‘@30 1oMIsIq ‘Bupesy siojoeilq Jo pieog Josia gl Aey
A0S Bp| ‘AB(Q JI0D sioised G| AN

sBpoq W04 ‘9910 10MIsIq ‘doysiiopn wopaald snolbley el ABp
abBpoq 104 ‘9214 10sIq ‘doUSHIOAN JUSWAINSY BIploduo) *9-G AB|\
A1l XNOoIS ‘eouaIaiuol) SI0jSed 10MISIQ "g-1 ABN

SJU9AF JO sepuaje)

"(999/-928-G1G) @010 JoLsIq a1 e siaeq [ir
1021U09 10 GIO SWSPMPI MM e auljuo Ja}sIbay "poAlas oq [|IM youn| pue
1sepjesiq Wbl v "wd gp-we g Buiuies yym we g 1e suibaq uopesisibey

J0JBUIPIODD) esuodsay Jejsesiq ‘Zusiy ol :Joyeyjioed
v ‘euoBly ‘j9941S PISILED N 02§ ‘U2NYD UessyInT AJulLL :8J0YM
£102 ‘01 aunp ‘Kepanjeg :usym

‘Burures; ayl Jo} 1SOD ON S 218yl “JSISESIp [einjeu e Jeye
puodssl pue aAIas 0} PaRad [¥37] ale Jousi 8y} Jo siequiswl OGS
JanQ sieisesip 0} puodsal 0} swies} | ¥37 Buiwios st 1Sepn 10MISIg BMO]

sounuoddo Buiurely (weoy asuodsay ALieg uessypn) 1y37

Bio1samioL)sipemol@ans b1 ang
Bio-ysempoisipemoi@|iil siaeq e
Bao-1samioLisipemol@isbol SNy 160y
Bi01s8M1oULISIpEMOIDUOSE| 19|[n4 uosep
Bio-1soMmi0UL]SIpEMOID)S|0IED SUYM Bj01eD
Bi1o-1s9miouisipemor@wif 19pa0IyYos wip
Blo'1semiouISIPEMOID)SI(]9 ZUS\ a3
B1071semioL)sipemol@epuUoyd Iyoy epuoyy

Bio1samjolysipemor@yiew USYI9D) Hlep Ay
B10"159M10OL]SIPEMOID)OAB]S Jouwin] 9A9)g Juapisald
LBIS JOLIISIF 10 S9SSaIPPY [Iewig MaN d)ON 9sed|d

‘1nydisy sAold Aew jey) saoinosal 1o} Ajpoalip wiy joewod asea|d Aisi
-ui e yons Buiysiigelss ul pajsalajul aie noA Jj -(woo rewb@iswyoqsh)
lawyog "Asy Ulm UOBULIOUl eyl @leys noA Jeyl Mse am ‘Aisiujw
SQAIJOE UB O 9IEME 10 U] PSAJOAU] 3JE NOA J| "ISOAA J1OUISIQ BMO| Ul S9l)
-SIUI [le/UOSHd JO 10}euIpioo) duy} s (SljiA18Yy)sT) Jawyog uus| Ay

saLpsjuly jier/uosiid

-Adsiulul JNoA Jo uoIsu9IXs ue se NoA o} xoeq Jod
-81 pue ISIA [IIM Y pue G616-20/-GLS e Jepwwelg wip uleldey) [[ed
ZSaujopy seg ul pazjje)dsoy auosuos

B10-)semjoysipemor@allle | 651 1-02£-GLS
10021 AVMOI ‘ZUsiN 8lii3
isBuissa|g s pos) ¢uoseas Jajse] siyj Bulinp sjooys
mau BuimolB noA ary sop 0] noA o) psubissp poS) sey 1BUAA "sel
-l[Ige pue ‘sisalaul ‘S|IPIS JO Jos jeroads e Yiim snbiun yoee ale app 0P
0] pajealo alom am jeym Bujop ‘suopesio [enads spos se ‘em aly
‘Bulwioo|q pue saAes| Buiulio} aie SI9mo} pue
saal] ajym Buibuis ale spuig "op 0} pajealo sem Y Jeym Buiop s ainjeu
ul Buiyilieng "Buuds yoes uopesd siH smaual o se Isnf sn asues|o
pue aAIB10) 0] [Nyyle} Sl POS) "MaU Le)lS SN S19] pue sseuanlBio) SIH yum
SOAI[ JNO SMBUB) 9 "SUIS INO SSOIU0D SM UsyM sn wol) Bueaod |njuis
‘pPE3p ‘PlO BY] SOXE] OH "S80p PO qOf |NepUOM 8y} JO W SpuUjwal ]|
jlusoyiubew 0S S| UOIJE8ID S,pOD) Ul Y JO S|9A9
ay] "S9ABRS| pesp Sy} Japun 3| MaU SEM 319U} JI JOAOISIP 0} BJSOY yoes
uc payiom Asyy Se Juswaloxe sem asay] “ABisus Bunb-syy suns m£
0] pasodxe alem SJO0YS Sy} ‘PAACWSI SOAES| peap ou}
UHAA 110s @y wioly dn Buiysnd sjooys usaib msu punoj
Aay asudins 119y} 0} pue sjuejd B1SOY INo WOl SOAES|
peap ayj psajind Ajnjoied apn  "pieAydoeq Jno ol ‘g
pue  sabe ‘sppjpuelb Aw 300} | Aepuns Jejsed uQ
"3Jl] M3U 0] 9yeme $831) 8y (JajuIm pjoo
ay] PaAIAINS Ay Jo} pog) 0] asiedd uy o sueay Jiay)
BuiBuis ‘puod s oYy ul Bulbuis 8q 0} PBYOXa aIe
sBoyy ay] -ulebe 91940 sy s suibaq pue dn soxem ainjeu se Buiyoxs
pue ysaiy ‘mau s| BulyiAieng -pjojun Buuds yojem om Se [OAlew SpN
"MaU HB]S 0] ‘19A0 Mejs 0] awn s} -ewi Buizewe ue yons s| Buuds
jBurids Addey

JUOISSTIN S 3SLIYD 110ddng 03 UoIsstin & uQ

B10°1S8MoLISIPEMOID)BNS (|lEWS JO9BIU0D
Bio-swopmprmmam - £Z€2-9/6-GLS Xed  999/-9/6-GLS
L0S0S emo| ‘8bpoQ Ho4 — g aung ‘peoy uocAusy 60%

1102 Aely
Jyyabol m:::m_n_
i) SOTHISS TN H D D NV T

ISIM
IDTdLISId M
VMO]




The Best mother that [ LOVE
When God set the world in place,
when He hung the stars up in space,
when He made the land and the sea,
then He made you and me.

He sat back and saw all that was good,
He saw things to be as they should.
Just one more blessing He had in store;
He created a mother, but whatever for?
He knew a mother would have a special place
to shine His reflection on her child's face.
A mother will walk the extra mile
just to see her children smile.
She'll work her fingers to the bone
to make a house into a home.

A mother is there to teach and guide,

a mother will stay right by your side.
She'll be there through your pain and strife,
she'll stay constant in your life.

A mother will lend a helping hand
until you have the strength to stand.
She'll pick you up when you are down,
when you need a friend she'll stick around.
A mother is one who listens well,
will keep her word; will never tell.

A mother never pokes or pries
but stands quietly by your side,
giving you the strength you need,
encouraging you to succeed.

A mother is one who can be strong
when you need someone to lean on.
You're more than a mother to me;

a reflection of Him in your face I see,

a love that knows no boundaries.

I'm glad that you chose to be
all this and more to me.

You share a love that knows no end,
you're more than my mother,
you are my friend.

Susan Jordan

Keys to a successful
marriage

Husbands and wives focus often on God, who
holds them together. When two become one in a Chris-
tian marriage, they vow to remain one until death parts
them. Oneness takes thoughtfulness, constant communi-
cation and daily deeds of kindness.

Words are extremely important to sustain a mar-
riage. Words hotly spoken can kill love, while words ten-
derly spoken can enhance love. Husbands and wives
need constant assurance by hearing words of love and by
deeds done to show love in action.

GOD'S GIFT

My Mother is a special gift,
A special gift that God gave to me.
I'd be lost and lonely without her,
If God took her away you see.
I love her so very much,
That I couldn't bear to live without her healing
touch.
Thank-you God for giving me such a loving
Mother,

For I wouldn't want to be a part of no other.

By Melanie Reid

A mother’s prayer
Dear Lotd, thank you for the blessings of my
children. Help me tely on you for guidance, patience
and even-temperedness throughout my days.

I want my children to love you, worship you
and setve you as best they can. Grant me the wis-
dom to know how to influence them to live godly
lives. Prevent me from provoking my children to
anger and from manipulating or nagging them.

Fill out household with abiding love and re-
spect, and help us all be united in purpose to do
yout will. In the name of Christ our Lord. Amen.




Over the years, Memorial Day has become a big holiday weekend. It's now
the unofficial start of summer, rather than a day of tribute to the departed it
was originally meant to be.

Even if we plan fun events for Memorial Day weekend, it's important
to stop long enough to bow our heads and pay respect to our departed
loved ones — especially those who fell in battle while helping preserve
America’s liberties.

Let us take time to make the pilgrimage to various cemeteries and
pause long enough to say, “Thank you, Father, for these special lives, for
sacrifices made and for friendships we have shared.”

The price of freedom

In the song “What Did He Die For?” Twila Paris reminds us why we observe Memorial Day — and
why we worship Jesus as our Savior. The first verse tells of a 21-year-old soldier fighting for America’s
freedom during World War II. The second verse recalls another young man, many centuries prior, sent by his
Father to win eternal freedom from sin for the entire world.

The chorus offers this challenge:

“What did he die for when he died for you and me,
Made the sacrifice so that we could all be free?

I believe we will answer each to heaven

For the way we spend a priceless liberty.

Look inside and ask the question, What did he die for?”

Memorial Day challenges us to live so as to honor the sacrifices made by members of the military.
We value our freedom because of the heavy price people have paid for it. Likewise, every day we’re chal-
lenged to live so as to honor Jesus’ supreme sacrifice. He calls us to spend our “priceless liberty” using our

blessings to bless others.

How will they know?

L
A well-known 1960s song by
Peter Scholtes answers an implied
question: How will others know
we’re Jesus’ disciples? Not by how

we understand family values. Not by
our politics or theology. Not by how
many Bible verses we’ve memorized,
how often we attend church or how
much offering we give.

Rather, the song’s title and
refrain say it all: “They’ll know we
are Christians by our love.” Jesus put
it this way: “Everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you love one
another” (John 13:35, NIV).

Sometimes love involves
words — teaching, proclaiming,
bearing witness to God’s presence.
But if words aren’t backed by ac-
tions, they soon fall flat. We can, as
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Zion Lutheran Church

Non Profit Organization
118 W Tracy St Box 59 Standard Mail
Arcadia, IA 51430 Arcadia, IA 51430
Rev. Ben Dose

zionluth@netins.net
712-689-2441

FRIENDS WHO CARE

Christian Education 9:00 am
Divine Worship 10:00 am
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