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ZION PROCLAIMER

December 2017

I would like to take some time to thank you all for the cards, phone calls, texts, emails,
and Facebook posts regarding my health during my hospitalization during November. It was a
frightening time when the doctors said, “This is a critical event.” and “You survived a very life
threatening situation.” It was during those times, I was in awe of God’s mercy. I don’t know
why or how I survived this ordeal. It was by the grace of God only that I can write this today.
My prognosis is to be on blood thinners for the rest of my life. This is not exactly what I want,
but it is something right now that is needed. So I need to make some adjustments to my life
now, but it is all worth it to live and enjoy life from day to day. I thank you for praying for me
during this time. I can continue to be your pastor and serve you as one of Christ’s sheepdogs.

This month of December is a full one! It is filled with services which draw our attention
- to Christ. It is Christ’s birth and second coming we anticipate this Advent season. Advent
means “to come”. So in Advent we are waiting for Christ to come, 1. We prepare for Jesus to
come at His birth in Bethlehem. 2. We also prepare and anticipate the coming of Jesus at the
end of the world. In our waiting we come together to celebrate Christ’s presence and for-
giveness with us now. We gather on Sunday mornings at 10:00 for Divine Service. We also
gather at 11:00 and 6:30 during the Wednesday evenings of Advent. We gather because it is a
common thing for Christians to come together and pray, read Scripture, and sing God’s praises.
This is a time of fellowship in the midst of a crazy and busy week to hear of the coming of Je-
sus. We can be strengthened with other believers who are going through the same challenges
and joys of the Christian life throughout the week. So come and join us on Wednesdays at ei-
ther 11:00 or 6:30. .

Also this month we have special services on Christmas Eve at 5:00 and 11:00 pm. The
5:00 Service will be the children in Sunday school leading the readings for this service. It is a
service of participation from both the children, but also the congregation. It is not your stand-
ard Christmas “Program” but rather an actual service. The 11:00 will be the service of candle-
light with Holy Communion. On Christmas Day we have the celebratory 9:00 service that will
announce Christ’s birth for the salvation of the entire world. There are many opportunities to
celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ for the salvation of the whole world. Come and
join us for this celebration!!

On New Year’s Eve we remember God’s grace and reflect upon the past year and pray
for God’s blessings on the New Year. We will have this service at 6:00.

Come join the waiting, hoping, and celebrating this Advent and Christmas season at
Zion. It is one of the greatest times of year.

Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Dose
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The Lutheran Hour may be heard on Sundays on the following radio stations in our area: KAYL, 990 AM,
Storm Lake, 10 am; KDSN, 107.1 FM, Denison, 6:30 am; KDSN, 1530 AM, Denison, 10:30 am; WHO
1040 AM, Des Moines, 7:30 a.m. Also available 24 hours/day on the Internet @ www.lutheranhour.org

December 3 '"Advent Adventure'  Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
Sometimes our faith gets weaker, sometimes it grows stronger. Let's take this Advent to heart, and "live by
faith, and not by sight." (Mark 13:24-37)
December 10  "Prep Time"  Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Preparing for Christmas is quite different than preparing for Christ. Today's Lutheran Hour message ex-
plores those differences. (Mark 1:1-3)
December 17 '"Life Narrows Down'"  Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
John the Baptist had a passion for the Lamb of God. What's your passion in life? How far into the future will
it take you?  (John 1:6-8, 19-28 (John testifies to Christ))
December 24 "The Greatest Story Ever Told" Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour:

Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
What is your favorite story? This Christmas Eve Day, The Lutheran Hour speaks about God's greatest story.
(Luke 1: 30-32a)
December 31 '"Children of Promise'
Our identity as God's children encourages us to live in His grace, to embrace the freedom Jesus won, and to
resist the ways of the world that strive to keep us captive. (Galatians 4:4-7)
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LADIES AID

The Ladies Aid will be meeting
on Thursday, December 7th at

along any items for the health
kits, school kits, baby layettes
or towels for bibs.

12 noon for a potluck dinner ror iy

hosted by the Fellowship Circle. ( E A C E
Please bring your soap for Lu- g

theran World Relief in place of 04

a gift exchange. Also, bring C

clude:

EVENING CIRCLE

The Evening Circle will meet on
Monday, December 4th at the
home of Diane Witt starting at 6
pm with A-O serving. It will be
determined that evening what our
mission $$ will be sent to in lieu of
Christmas present exchange.

Another project of the Ladies Aid and Evening Circle are
School Kits. Items that are needed for school kits in-

I\ 4---70 sheet hotebooks of wide or college ruled paper

Pencil sharpener
1—blunt scissors

a rubber band

N 1—30 c¢m ruler (can have inches on other side)

S—unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure with

S—black or blue ball point pens (no gel); secure with

a rubber band

SCHOOLSUPPLIES ~ 1=titieiriecon

For School Kits 1 sturdy drawstring backpack

.
--------------------------------------------------------

On Sunday, December 3rd , we will be decorating

the church for the Christmas season.

Plans are to decorate following our worship ser-
g vice that morning. We will be serving soup and

sandwiches for lunch.

All are welcome to come and help. If nothing
else, stay for lunch for fellowship




CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Our Sunday School will again be sharing the joyous message of our
Lord’s birth through a special Worship Service on Christmas Eve at

5:00 pm.

&11@ Christmas program practices will be held on Sunday mornings from 9:00-
SCﬁOO[ 9:45 am (during our Sunday School Time) Attendance will be taken for

@ rograrm  Sunday School. The Christmas Eve service will be at 5:00 pm We are re-
questing all children to be at church by 4:30 pm.

On Wednesday, December 20th we will be having a Program Practice We will have practice
from 4:00-5:30. Preschoolers do NOT need to be here The students are able
to ride the bus from Westside and get off at the church. A snack will be

. served right after school for the students.

The Sunday School staff would like to wish all our students and there fami-
lies a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year as be celebrate the birth
" of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In lieu of exchanging Christmas gifts (students to teachers and teachers to students)
that the teachers and students bring, hats, mittens, socks, underwear to take to New
Opportunities and local schools for their shelves Thank you for helping in this
mission project.

Mission
Project

We would like to say Thank You to everyone who helped in
any way with the Annual Harvest Supper on November 5th
Without everyone’s help with donating food, money, time
and work, we would not be able to pull off such an event.
In looking back our first Harvest Supper was held on
October 19, 1991. Approximately 355 people were served
and after expenses $3600 was raised for the general fund.




Remember My Birthday?

As you well know, we are getting closer to my birthday. Every year there is a celebration in
my honor and I think that this year the celebration will be repeated. During this time there are
many people shopping for gifts, there are many radio announcements, TV commercials, and in
every part of the world everyone is talking that my birthday is getting closer and closer. It is
really very nice to know, that at least once a year, some people think of me

As you know, the celebration of my birthday began many years ago. At first people seemed to
understand and be thankful of all that I did for them, but in these times, no one seems to know
the reason for the celebration. Family and friends get together and have a lot of fun, but they
don't know the meaning of the celebration.

I remember that last year there was a great feast in my honor. The dinner table was full of deli-
cious foods, pastries, fruits, assorted nuts and chocolates. The decorations were equisite and
there were many, many beautifully wrapped gifts. But, do.you want to know something? I was-
n't invited. I was the guest of honor and they didn't remember to send me an invitation.

The party was for me, but when that great day came, I was left outside, they closed the door in
my face......... and I wanted to be with them and share their table. In truth, that didn't surprise
me because in the last few years all close their doors to me.

Since I was not invited, I decided to enter the party without making any noise. I went in and
stood in a corner. They were all drinking; there were some who were drunk and telling jokes
and laughing at everything. They were having a great time.

To top it all, this big fat man all dressed in red wearing a long white beard entered the room
yelling Ho-Ho-Ho! He seemed drunk. He sat on the sofa and all the children ran to him, say-
ing : "Santa Claus, Santa Claus"... as if the party were in his honor ! At 12 midnight all the
people began to hug each other; I extended my arms waiting for someone

to hug me and .... do you know .... no one hugged me.

Suddenly they all began to share gifts. They opened them one by one with great expectation.
When all had been opened, I looked to see if, maybe, there was one for me. What would you
feel if on your birthday everybody shared gifts and you did not get one ? I then understood that
I was unwanted at that party and quietly left. Every year it gets worse. People only remember
to eat and drink, the gifts, the parties and nobody remembers me.

I would like this Christmas that you allow me to enter into your life. I would like that you rec-

ognize the fact that almost two thousand years ago I came to this world to give my life for you,
on the cross, to save you. Today I only want that you believe this with all you heart. I want to



share something with you. As many didn't invite me to their party, I will have my own cele-
bration, a grandiose party that no one has ever imagined, a spectacular party.

I'm still making the final arrangements. Today I am sending out many invitations and there is
an invitation for you. I want to know if you wish to attend and I will make a reservation for
you and write your name with golden letters in my great guest book. Only those on the guest
list will be invited to the party. Those who don't answer the invitation, will be left

outside.

Do you know how you can answer this invitation? it is by extending it to others whom you
care for... I'll be waiting for all of you to attend my party this year... See you soon ....I love
you !

- Jesus
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be available for pickup during the

Meeting will be later part of the month of Decem-
held on Wednes- ber. Please stop by the table in the

entry way to pick yours up. If you
day January 10th cannot locate yours, please let the

at 7:30 pm. office know.
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be a January
newsletter due
to the Annual
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515-576-7666 Fax 515-576-2323 www.idwicms.org
Contact email: sue@iowadistrictwest.org

On a Mission to Support Christ’s Mission!

Rebuilding after Disasters

Praise God for the amazing generosity of lowa Dis-
trict West members and their congregations! Over
$90,000 has currently been donated for the disaster
recovery in Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico. This gen-
erosity has been a huge blessing for the many people
who received help.

There is now a great need for workers to help with
the rebuilding process. There are still thousands of
people who are not back in their homes. If you are interested in helping,
Trinity Klein Lutheran Church in Spring, Texas is one option. Their goal
is to rebuild 50 homes. They are set up and welcoming workers. They
offer lodging on cots in a church at no cost OR you could stay at a motel
at your cost OR you could bring an RV and they have a place for you to
park. Food is provided at no cost from Monday-Friday.

Don't just show up! You need to register! If you are interested,
please contact me at 515-370-1159 or ellie@iowadistrictwest.org. Let
me know the dates you are available. Individuals and/or groups may be
able to carpool and share the fravel expenses. You may wish to consid-
er getting out of the lowa weather and enjoy the Houston warmth.

Al Roker with the TODAY Show featured Trinity Klein and their
amagzing outreach. Check it out. Lend a Hand TODAY: Al Roker helps
Texans recover from hurricane
hitps://www.today.com/video/lend-a-hand-today-al-roker-helps-texans-
recover-from-hurricane-10955699878317cid=eml_onsite

Ellie Menz, Disaster Response Coordinator

Don’t Delay—Donate Today Before CREDITS ARE GONE!

Although the deadline for donating to the lowa Lutheran School Tuition
Organization (ILSTO) is December 31, 2017, last year tax credits were
gone by the middle of December. Please consider donating today to help
fund tuition assistance to Lutheran students in our lowa Lutheran
schools. How much lowa tax do you pay each year? Why not send this
money to help Lutheran students’ families instead! Donors receive a
65% lowa tax credit and probable Federal charitable deduction. Forms
are on the web at jowalutheransto.org or call ILSTO program manager
Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991 for more information.

Donate to District by shopping online!

Check out www.heartfeltgiving.net/np24 before making your next online
purchase. There is no additional cost to make a purchase on this unique
shopping and travel website. The HEARTFELT GIVING website features
over 1,000 brand name stores such as Macy's, Kohl's, Nordstrom,
Bloomingdales, Walmart, Bass Pro Shops, Target, Best Buy, AutoZone,
JC Penney, Stein Mart, Guess, Walgreens, GNC, Barnes and Noble,
FTD, Office Depot, Staples, Office Warehouse and more.

Creation Theater at Mission Central

Mission Central is now ready to receive tour groups to see the Lord’s
Creation Theater where they will hear the REAL STORY of how our God
made the world in 6 days! Due to the number of people coming to Mis-
sion Central, it's important to contact them for available tour times. Come
and see what the Lord has done at this place in the middle of nowhere
as it will “blow your socks off” and will truly be a “once in a lifetime expe-
rience.” Contact Mission Central at 712-882-1029 or email Gary at
Gary.Thies@lcms.org.

Help the Victims of Disasters

There are so many needs in our world. How can we help? We cannot
help everyone, but everyone can do something! It has been a whirlwind
since the hurricane season started. Funds can also be sent directly to
the Synod; giving options are online at www.lcms.org/disaster-response
Thank you to all who have generously donated!

Calendar of Events
December 25-26...Christmas Holiday, District Office Closed
December 28-January 4...|OWAY Mission Trip to California

For more information on lowa District West activities,
view The Messenger at www.idwlcms.org/publications.php




December 2017 (Please Copy, Post, and Share)
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Dec. 4: Decorating Camp
For Christmas

10 amto 2 pm

Join us for a festive day
of decorating, fellow-
ship, food, and fun.

Dec. 6: Executive Director
Application Deadline
Info. & App. on website

Dec. 9: Make It Take It
Christmas Cookie Delights!
l1to4pm

Bring your favorite
recipe or make and i
decorate wonderful N
Sugar cookies.

2018 Winter Camps and Events!
Start Making Plans Now!

Jan. 13: Make It Take It
l1to4 pm

)

Jan. 26-28: Family Ice
Fishing Retreat

Fishing guides help
educate and direct.
The Sat. night fish fry is
the best!

Jan, 27: Winter Games
Family Fun Event & NIVERSITY OF OKOBD)I
Ping Pong Tournament :

Camp Okoboji hosts

this great event during - & MES

the Okoboji Winter Games weekend.

GOOD
' Feb. 10: Make It Take It
1to4 pm

Jan. 28: Omelet Brunch
9:30am to 1 pm

Make It k
Take It

Feb 23-24 C.H.A.O.S.

Jr. High Retreat (Grades 6-8)

Get your Church youth together for this
amazingly fun winter retreat.

Catop
What i Happenin

Our Promise of
refreshing an
exceptiona

Okoboji News

g at Your Camp

Jesus at the Lake

Ch
d re\axmg our family

| value for you and y

Blessed to be a Blessing

This phrase has been frequently used to
encourage and describe Camp Friends and
their support of time, talents, and gifts.

Responding in kind as we have been given
and blessed is lived out daily at Camp
Okoboji. Volunteers help out with many
aspects of Camp; giving time and sharing
their talents and abilities in amazing ways.

Gifts, especially at this time, become great
statements of remembrance. These gifts
play a crucial role in carrying out the minis-
try of Camp. Each year, thousands come to
experience Jesus at the Lake. Meeting their
needs and providing a quality environment
and program is challenging. Thank You!

YOUR Participation & Support Needed!

We ask our Camp Friends for the following;
1. Pray for the ministry of Camp Okoboji.

2. Attend Camp programs and events.

3. Support Camp verbally and financially.
4, Share Camp with others and invite them.

Your Retreat & Event

Many groups, organizations and families
see the benefit of this amazing site to
further their goals and mission. Camp
Okoboji offers a truly unique and charming
location: the calmness of little Emerson
Bay; the solemnity of the Refuge Chapel;
the variety of accommodations and set-
tings; and the views of the lake from in-
doors and outside. Perfect for your eventl

How Can Camp Okoboji Help You?
Let’s Discover Together

ristian experlence

Friendsfi’ﬁrow%cqmp

For More Info. / Fliers / Schedules
And to Register Online

www.campokoboji.org

THRIVENT
FINANCIAL

\ 72
Choice Dollars Keep Camp Moving!
We thank those who remembered us with
their Choice Dollar designations. We are truly
blessed and humbled by the response.
Thank You!

Thrivent Action Teams
Spread Generosity

Thrivent members have joined together
throughout the year to help Camp Okoboji
in a variety of ways.

Volunteer Weekends
Omelet Brunches
Promotional Events
Program Support

Winter Games
Quilt Auction
Basket Auction
Bike Challenge
Special Projects

Action Team support helps on a variety of levels:
Engages volunteers to get involved
Provides needed initial funding for projects
Opens new opportunities to promote Camp
Allows for more creativity and new ideas

Winter Games Inflatable — A Huge Hit {literally)
Thanks to a Thrivent Action Team!

Contact Camp for help in Planning &
Conducting YOUR Action Team Project!

Camp Staff Contact Information
Executive Director: Doug Kading doug@campokoboji.org
Office Director: Kellie Jones kellie@campokoboji.org
Program Director: Lori Gamble lori@campokoboji.org
Min. Advance. Dir.: Paul Golke paul@campokoboji.org
Bookkeeper: Kartie Mullenberg karrie@campokoboji.org




Three Cheers for Moulton Volunteers

THOTVIDAL OUTREACH
WITH ADELTS & YOUTH

Music and Sport’s Day at Moulton
Elementary School in Des Moines was
a day designed to bring smiles to the
children and teachers. Seventy-five
volunteers shared their Saturday
morning with 225 children and parents
at Moulton. Moulton is a school that
has over 500 students. These students
are refugees or immigrants who have
come from 31 countries. Twenty-seven languages are spoken at the school.

Thanks to Pastor Aaron Hannemann’s organization, they enjoyed volleyball, basketball, soccer
and baseball.

Also a big thank you to Kathryn Sprecher, Susan Hermann, Connie Mekus and Pastor Bill and
Angela Weiss who had fun buying 600 bottles of water, 500 hot dogs and buns, 600 cookies,
juice, bars, pudding, etc. Thank you to Blothexhood Mutual Insurance Company-American
Church Group for funding the food.

When most people
think about Iowa
State University,
they are thinking
about sports. If
you already cheer
for ISU, here’s
another reason to
do so. Three
cheers for the 23
international and
music students who
volunteered their
time and talent to
be part of the
events of the day.

Judy Newhouse, International Student Ministry Coordinator at Memorial Lutheran Church in
Ames, shared, “I have taken college and international students twice to help with the Music and
Sports Day at Moulton. At the last Music and Sports Day, I met Rina Lopez. She shared that at
Moulton, they started teaching English classes for the parents. I started to think about the
international students at Memorial. Why couldn’t the internationals students who are taking
English classes at Memorial Lutheran in Ames help by teaching basic English classes?




“That is exactly what we are doing! I recently took four international students (and more are
signing up) to help with the lunch and recess time and then they taught an hour of English classes
for the parents. It is great to see the excitement of my international students. They are so excited
to be able to give back and help others. It is truly a win-win situation! God is good.”

Why a Music/Craft Day? Jena Nahnsen shared, “I went to one of Ellie's LERT trainings in my
hometown last year. After the training, we were talking about different service projects they were
doing. She shared that IOWAY volunteers had a Sports and Craft Day last March at Moulton
and was looking for a new idea for the upcoming camp. I suggested doing a music day because
music connects everyone regardless of language. (The inspiration of this thought came from a
YoYo Ma documentary I had just watched the week before.) We started brain storming what we
could do for projects. The original idea was to bring in ISU music students and do an
"instrumental petting zoo" where the kids would be able to see instruments up close and learn
how each works. Then we decided we should encourage them to enjoy music regardless of how
much money they have, because let's face it, instruments are expensive. We came up with the
idea of making instruments out of everyday items and showing them that they have the ability to
make music regardless of the current situation they are in. I feel that it went really well and hope
to have another Music Day in Moulton in the future.”

The following thoughts were shared by lowa State/Memorial Lutheran students:

Jacob Larimore — “I found the Moulton Elementary experience to be very enjoyable. Watching
the little kids put all their energy into a lenient game of soccer reminded me of when [ was their
age, having a blast kicking the ball around.”

Jacob Metzler — “It was such a humbling experience for me. I always tell people to focus on the
small things in life. What I think will stick with me the most is interacting with a young boy who
seemed to understand this so well. His focus for the day was to make a shaker that looked nice
for his mom. He wouldn't let himself go play sports, which he really wanted to do, until he had
made it for her. Seeing this selflessness, even about something as small as a little shaker, in a boy
so young left me feeling inspired as I walked out of the school that day.”

Misa Hamanaka — “I had an absolutely amazing time and am so happy I got to be patt of such a
fun event! I really enjoyed getting to watch the children, including the ones who were unsure at
first about making these instruments. They showed extreme creativity and made music out of the
instruments they made themselves.”

Huan Zhou (ISU Instructor of Economics) — “Through the Moulton Elementary experience, [
have a better understanding of the value of serving others and I learned the positive impact that
we can have on the lives we touch. Also, I have always been happiest when I tend to kid's needs
ahead of my own and I really enjoyed it.”

Luke Heilman — “It was really eye opening to see kids in such great need, especially since they
are right here in lowa and not in another country. It was neat to see the immediate impact we
made on the kids, too.”

Ellie Menz, IOWAY Director
807 West South Street, Jefferson, IA 50129
515-370-1159 | ellie@iowadistrictwest.org




December Duties

USHERS
Doug Schuette Ron Cornelius
Dan Wittrock Doug Ehlers
Jeremy Ehlers Paul Ehlers
Merle Witt Derrick Cornelius
CHANCEL CIRCLE
Carm Thiedeman & Melissa Ehlers
Christmas Eve: Shirley Ehlers
Christmas Day Darleen Linde
New Year’s Eve Darleen Linde
MIDWEEK SERVERS

6™: Bret Hinners
13" Wade Ragaller (2 pm)
20™ Sunday School

ACOLYTES
3" Jordan Hansen & Kendra Schuette
10™: Damon Ehlers & Danica Ehlers
17™: Bret Hinners & Karlie Muhlbauer
24™ Jaggar Luetje & Emmett Neumann

31 Will Ragaller & Makayla Schrad
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‘December Birthdays & Anniversaries

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2
Tammy Leiting Diane Schroeder
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Pam Kock Tom & Marjean ~ | Abby Klink Landon Kraus Bret Hinners
Lipton Randy Neumann
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Bonnie Cornelius | Bernice Vetter Melissa Ehlers Eliza Wittrock Cameron Schmitz Marjean Lipton Jordan Hanson
Sutton Wittrock Danielle Schrad
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Ron Cleveland Gene Thiedeman Wade Ragaller Cale Dirks
| Chad & Shawna
Wittrock
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Kyle Lenz Cooper Anderson Gary Vetter Al Mumm
Janet Rose
31
Leigh Thiedeman
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Zion Lutheran Church
118 W Tracy St

Box 59

Arcadia, 1A 51430
712/689/2441
Zionluth@netins.net

FRIENDS WHO CARE
Christian Education 9:00 am
Divine Worship 10:00 am

Christmas Eve—Sunday School Program 5:00 pm

Christmas Eve Candle Light /HC
Christmas Day 9:00 am

11:00 pm

Non-Profit Organization
Arcadia, IA 51430
Standard mail




