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A | ZION PROCLAIMER

The Reconsecration of Confirmed Youth and Adults

Pastor: Dear friends in Christ, no activity of the church can do more to equip you for fulfillment of your min-
istry than the study of God’s Word with your fellow Christians. Today, as you reaffirm your acceptance of the
ministry of witnessing in the world, we welcome you into the appropriate Bible study group designed to meet
your needs. May the Spirit of God so bless your study of the Word that you will be well equipped to function
effectively as a light in the world and as a disciple of Jesus Christ.

Prayer by Youth and Adults: Heavenly Father, we thank You, for the gift of Your Spirit, who comes to us
through the Word. By Your Spirit and through Jesus Christ, Your Son, equip us to live as Your people in this
present world so that in the end we may receive the crown of eternal life with you. Amen.

For the rededication of the church on September 10", we will also have The Reconsecration of Con-
firmed Youth and Adults. This is taken and modified from a service that was done in the 1960°s here at Zion.

Notice the words of the reconsecration—“No activity of the church can do more to equip you for
fulfillment of your ministry that the study of God’s Word.” A healthy congregation is one that is studying
God’s Word. This was the topic of one of our Pastor’s Conferences here in Iowa District West a few years
ago. We need to be a congregation that studies the Word of God. We offer Bible Class on Sunday mornings at
9:00 during the school year. We will once again look at the same lessons the youth in Sunday school use. This
way youth and adults can talk about what you all learned in Bible class and Sunday school together. It can be
interactive, talking about faith in the home and everywhere you go. So come to Bible class with us as together
we dig deep into the Word of God this year. We have much room for improvement when it comes to reading
the Bible together. There are many, many seats that are open in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings.
Think of other areas and other opportunities to study the Bible together. We have a women’s group that meets
in the afternoon that maybe you could be a part of that study. We used to have (before COVID) a Bible Study
that met on Wednesday mornings. Talking to one of our shut ins she misses us not having this Bible study
anymore. If you look at any of the churches around us or churches your kids or grand kids attend, you can see
they have many Bible study options for people to attend. We are starting to bring back LYF and one of the
goals of the LYTF is to have Bible studies together digging in and growing in the Word of God and faith.

Once again, “Today, as you reaffirm your acceptance of the ministry of witnessing in the world,
we welcome you into the appropriate Bible study group designed to meet your needs. May the Spirit of
God so bless your study of the Word that you will be well equipped to function effectively as a light in
the world and as a disciple of Jesus Christ.” Let’s look for opportunities to study God’s Word together so
we can go out into the world and witness Christ so others may know Him and receive forgiveness of sins, life,
and salvation.

Blessings,

Pastor Dose



Ages 3 to 8th
grade

ACO yles
9/10 Jax Cleveland & Anna Schuette
9/17 Hannah Dose & Amelia Schmitz
9/24 Payton Gallagher & Laynie Muhlbauer

Remember it is YOUR responsibility to find a substi-
tute if you are unable to be here on your assigned Sun-
day.

Please be ready to acolyte by 9:45

RALLY SUNDAY:

We are ready for another exciting year
here at Zion Lutheran Church’s Sunday
School. Classes get started on September
10th which will be our Rally Sunday We
will be meeting for devotions starting at 9
am. We will be singing and praising God.
We will be dismissing our students at 9:50
am each Sunday Morning.

SNACK SERVERS FOR

SEPTEMBER
9/13 Laynie Muhlbauer
9/20 Jax Cleveland
9/27 Marissa Schrad

LW.M.L

EVENING
CIRCLE:

Will meet at 7 pm on Wednesday, September 6th at the home of

Carm Thiedeman. Co-Hostess is Diane Witt

L.W.M.L Sunday will be October Ist

PARISH
CIRCLE:
Beth Wittrock
Cindy Brockman

CHANCEL
CIRCLE
Beth Wittrock
Alison Ehlers



H a rvest The Annual Turkey Supper will be held on Saturday

AWY STAFF SCHOLARSHP
STALEY’S CHCKEN SUPPER
“DRIVE BY STYLE:
WHEN:Wednesday, 9/13/23
TIME: 5:00-7:30 pm
MENU: Staley’s Chicken
Baked Potato with butter/& sour cream
Corn
Coleslaw
Dinner Roll & ice Cream Cup

COST: Adults (ages 9 & up) $14

LINEUP will start on Main Street at the Westside
Park and continue North toward the Community

October 28th at the Westside Community Building.
Serving will be from 4:00-7:00 pm. Cost is $15 each
meal. All meals will include: Turkey, Dressing, Mashed
Potatoes, Gravy, Green beans, Corn dinner roll, salads,
and a piece of dessert (apple or Pumpkin) This will be a
drive through event. However, there will be some seating
at the building for those who wish to dine in.

Building. AWYV staff and members of the senior class w 7 ‘

will collect tickets or money and deliver dinners at

your car.

For advance tickets, call the AWYV school at
712-663-4312

:Whm it We

...carried it wﬁh Us
everywhere2 '

...turned back fo get i |f
we forgot it?

..checked it for messages
1hroughout the day?

...used itin case of an
emergency?

...spent an hour or more using
it each day?



Bible Study
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ADULT BIBLE CLASS

Our Adult Bible Class is held on Sunday mornings at 9 am ,
The Bible narratives are going to be the same lessons so Please note that we are in our Fall
that youth and adults can speak this faith to each other out- Worship Schedule

side of classes. Catechesis is a lifelong process beginning CF .
at infant baptism until entering into eternal glory. Come Christian Education and Aduit
and join us! Bible Class at 9 am

Divine Worship at 10 am

Youth Gathering

¢
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ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ---

The IDW Sr High Youth Gathering will be held November
17th-19th at the Holiday Inn at the Airport in Des Moines.
Cost is $250 Registration forms are in Deb’s office. They
need to be filled out and signed along with a $125 deposit
(church will pay the other 1/2) Any questions please contact
the office.

2ring

lowa District West Jr. High Youth Gatin

The IDW Jr High Youth Gathering (grades 6-8th) will be held Saturday-
Sunday, October 21-22nd at the Sheraton Hotel in Des Moines. Registra-
tion forms and $87.50 are due to Deb by September 6th. The cost is
$175 per person. The church will cover 1/2 of the cost



DML In the busy times we ate curtently in, handling the finances of out congregation is requir-

ing mote and more work. In an effott to save out financial people time we ask that you
GIVING considet an old idea, that of the Simply Giving Program. To refresh your memory, Simp-
ly Giving is a program where once a week, once a month, or twice a month, your offering
is automatically deducted from your checking account and automatically deposited into
the chutches account. All you will need to do is once a week (or whatever you choose) is
to tecord the amount in your check tegister. That is all there is to it. The amount is set by
you and doesn’t change unless you request it to be changed or discontinued. Special set-
vices like Advent, Lent, Christmas, etc are NOT automatically deducted and we would
encourage you to use yout offering envelopes for those setvices just like in the past. For
each person out Financial Secretary has to handle 52 envelopes and bookkeeping entries
pet year, and when you multiply that by approximately 275 envelope numbers, that is a
significant amount of work that could be avoided by using the Simply Giving Program.
An additional bonus would be that our giving throughout the year would be mote con-
sistent. We prayerfully ask that you consider making this small change that would be of
big help. To learn more about this program, please contact the chusch office.

'//,,/
i
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Also, if you like, you can sign up for Simply Giving and designate it for the Building Fund
FROM A FAMILY WHO USES THE “SIMPLY GIVING

PROGRAM”

“Simply Giving” is simply easy! If you are hesitant about statting the “Simply Giving”
program...don’t bel Just decide how much you normally give to church each week (or
month) and have it transferred from yout banking account to the church’s account. It is
shown on yout bank statement and you decide when you want to give each month. It
frees your mind as you go to church in that you have given your share and don’t have to
write a check or look for money each time you go to church. You are REALLY putting
the Lotd’s work first. You will still have the envelopes and can give more throughout the
yeat. If you are gone the church still receives your conttibution, Give it some thought.
The mote who patticipate gives the church boatd the financial support in a mote ordetly
fashion as they will know how much to anticipate each month.

INCOME (year to date) $ 89,503.64
EXPENSES (year to date) $119,757.37

Budget ($30,253.73 behind)

U d ate MEMORIAL ACCT Balance $ 3,160.37
REPAIR ACCT Balance $32,427.26
Jan-Aug

Below is a list of accounts that we have here at Zion. They include

GENERAL FUND: pays all the bills

MEMORIAL FUND: money donated to the church in memory of someone to
Purchase memorial items or projects

REPAIR FUND: money that is designated for repairs or updates on the church

or church property

ENDOWMENT FUND:  can be used for a variety of worthwhile missions, charitable
projects, and evangelism outreach activities. This CAN NOT be
used for operating expenses such as salaries, insurance, etc.




GOD’S CAKE
This is about the best thing I’ve ever read for an explanation:

Sometimes we wonder,
'What did I do to deserve this?' or
'Why did God have to do this to me?'
Here is a wonderful explanation!
A daughter is telling her Mother how everything
Is going wrong, she's failing algebra, her boyfriend
Broke up with her and her best friend is moving away.
Meanwhile, her Mother is baking a cake and
Asks her daughter if she would like a snack, and the
Daughter says, 'Absolutely Mom, I love your cake.’
'Here, have some cooking oil,' her Mother offers.
"Yuck' says her daughter.
'How about a couple raw eggs?' 'Gross, Mom!'
'Would you like some flour then?
Or maybe baking soda?'
'"Mom, those are all yucky!'
To which the mother replies :
'Yes, all those things seem bad all by themselves.
But when they are put together in the
Right way, they make a wonderfully delicious cake!
God works the same way. Many times we wonder why
He would let us go through such bad and difficult
Times. But God knows that when He puts these things
All in His order, they always work for good! We just
Have to trust Him and, eventually, they will all
Make something wonderful!
God is crazy about you.
He sends you flowers every spring and
A sunrise every morning.
Whenever you want to talk, He'll listen.
He can live anywhere in the universe,
And He chose your heart.
If you like this, send this on
To the people you really care about.
Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are
Here we might as well dance!



C—;ood Shcphcrd Lutlﬂcran Church

2668 Vioneers Road
Milford, Nebraska 68434

Phone: (402) 761-2%16 Pastor Steven Stork
E—mail: gooclshcplﬂcrdmil]corc]nc@gmai[.com

August 24, 2023

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“| have heard the prayer and plea you have made before Me, | have consecrated this
temple, which you have built, by putting My Name there forever. My eyes and My heart
will always be there.” - 1 Kings 9:3

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you from Christ Jesus, the Lord of the Church!

When the members of Zion Lutheran Church, some of them your family members,
undertook the building of a church in 1923, I' m sure there were many things that they
envisioned for the church building they were erecting. First, they may have seenitas a
home, a home where the family of God might gather for worship and fellowship, praising
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and giving witness to one another of their hope and faith in
Christ. They might have also seen it as a hospital for the wounded and hurting souls
around them. A place where through the ministry of Word and Sacrament the Lord
could bring the healing and comfort of the Gospel to those left wounded and hurting by
Satan’s attacks. And they may have also seen it as a mission outpost in Arcadia and
the world. A place from which they could reach out with the saving Word of God to all
those around them. | am here reminded of an old children’s fingerplay and rhyme;
“Here’s the church, here’s the steeple, open the doors and see all the people.” Here's
the church, here’s the steeple, open the doors and see the people of Zion worshipping,
praising God and joining in fellowship. Here’s the church, here’s the steeple, open the
doors and see all the people of Zion ministering and caring for one another. Here's the
church, here’s the steeple, open the doors and see the people of Zion teaching the
young, reaching out to the community and world with the Word of God 100 years ago
and today.



As you celebrate the 100" anniversary of the building of your church home there is one
thing | hope you do not see your church home as: a museum. A place simply where
you glory in past achievements and the great things you accomplished in the years
gone by. Yes, it is good to remember and give thanks for God’s blessings in our life and
the life of His church, but we must also, as Scriptures repeatedly remind us, look to the
day of His coming and be about the work of His kingdom today.

As much as | wish | could be with you to celebrate the Rededication of the Church,
unfortunately | will be unable to attend. That Sunday, September 10", Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, the congregation | am currently serving, will be holding a special
community event as they celebrate their 50t anniversary as a congregation. Certainly

my thoughts that day will be with you and the many special memories | have of my time
at Zion.

One memory | have, as you mark the 100" anniversary of the church building, is the
renovation that was carried out in 1991. When | first arrived at Zion the interior of the
church was completely white, a project that had been undertaken sometime in the
1970’s. One of the first projects we undertook, after we had established the endowment
fund, was to restore the church to its original state. Some of you may remember the
massive scaffolding that filled the church during that time and the worship while the
work was going on. After the scaffolding was removed it was remarkable to see the
beauty of God’s house with the altar cleaned and repainted, the sanctuary and nave
repainted, the gold leaf restored to the altar, walls, pulpit and lectern, the hymn boards
pulled out of storage and restored, and the emblems once again adorning the front
walls. Truly it was something | will always rejoice in.

May the Lord continue to bless you and may Zion continue to be a home for the saints,
a hospital for those who need the healing message of God's grace, and a mission out-
post to the world.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Steven Stork



ENDOWMENT PROJECT SUGGESTIONS

Once again the council is asking the congregation for suggestions on how to spend the mon-
ey made available from the endowment fund. The endowment fund was started approxi-
mately 34 years ago when the Mildred Kasperson estate gave Zion approximately $100,000
in cash and 160 acres of farmland. At that time it was decided to only spend the interest gen-
erated from that cash, and the farm rental income, and to never invade the principle of those
funds. The spending of those funds is not to be used for normal budgeted items. Over
the years this has been a wonderful blessing to our congregation and the council wants all
our members to know that anyone may donate to the endowment fund and any time. This
year we will have approximately $70,000 in unrestricted and $1,500 in restricted (mission
projects) to spend from the endowment fund. Your input in welcomed and encouraged!

SUGGESTION AMOUNT REQUESTED

NAME

(not required, but helpful in case the Council has questions)

Please return to church office by Sunday, October 1, 2023
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L.LLF.E. - Living in Faith Everyday
By Kay L. Meyer, Director of Development

How do we live in faith every day? Living In Faith
Everyday means we keep our eyes on Jesus, the au-
thor and preserver of our faith. It means knowing
our Savior, Jesus Christ and what He has done for us.
He is perfect. We are not!

Thanlkfully, we have a Savior who forgives us for all
our sins. He gives us physical life, an abundant life,
and eternal life as gifts. We recognize that the for-
giveness that Christ offers us didn’t come easily. Jesus
suffered and died for our sins. Soldiers spit on Him,
mocked Him, beat Him, and stripped Him of His
clothes. His disciples and friends deserted Him. Peter
denied Him three times. Even His Father turned away
as Jesus cried from the cross, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34) Jesus
suffered in our place. His blood covers ours sins. He
died. His body was placed in the tomb. It was sealed
and guarded. Thankfully, three days later, as He had
promised, He rose from the dead. He showed His
glorified risen body to the disciples, the women, and
to 500 believers at once during the 40 days He re-
mained on earth after His resurrection. Because He
rose from the dead, we can be confident that we will
also rise and live with Him forever.

Living In Faith Everyday means we understand that
we are saved by faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9), not by
our works. But, we also understand that Ephesians
2:10 tells us that God has prepared works for us to
do in advance. What work God has prepared for
you? Is it helping a woman who is pregnant and
alone? Is it ministering to someone who has had an
abortion and can’t believe that God would forgive
her? Is it feeding the hungry? Is it ministering to the
sick? Is it helping those who have lost their home in a
tornado? Is it sharing God’s Word with someone
who doesn’t know the Lord? Is it offering encourage-
ment and help to those who are Christians, but
struggle with drugs, alcohol, pornography, or a myri-
ad of other issues of life? Whatever God has called
you to do, do it with joy.

Living In Faith Everyday means we attend worship
services, partake of communion, study God’s Word,

and pray. We grow spiritually and learn to discern
truth from error. With God'’s help, we grow into the
person God wants us to be.

Living In Faith Everyday means learning to say, “I'm
sorry, will you forgive me” to the Lord, and to our
family and friends. We also learn to say “I'm sorry” in
the workplace, to neighbors, and those we meet in
the community

Living In Faith Everyday means we are confident that
He is risen! He is risen indeed! And it means we
know that when we die, because of our faith in
Christ, we will go to live with Him forever.

Living In Faith Everyday means we are shining lights
for Christ and tell others about the great things that
the Lord has done. We tell them about His for-
giveness and the grace that He gives us every day.

Living In Faith Everyday means we share the Law
and Gospel with those within the Church and those
outside of it and speak up for Life! And we remem-
ber that it is God who gives us life as a gift.

““You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, ‘and my
servant whom | have chosen, that you may know and
believe me and understand that | am he. Before me
no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me.

, 1 am the Lord, and besides me there is no savior “
(Isaiah 43:10-11).

Rave
een

b
saved
through faith.

EPHESIANS 2:8, NRSV
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Zion Lutheran Church

118 W Tracy St

Box 59

Arcadia, lowa 51430

Rev. Ben Dose

EMAIL: Zionluth@westianet.net
PHONE: 712-689-2441

Friends Who Care
Christian Education 9:00 am
Adult Bible Class 9:00 am.
Divine Worship 10:00 am

Non Profit Organization
Arcadia, 1A 51430
Standard Mail




