CHRISTMA

Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Sunday

Dec 04

Dec 11

Dec 18

Dec 24
Dec 24

Dec 25

Dec 29

ZION PROCLAIMER

11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

5:00 pm
10:00

8:30 am

10:30

December 2024

Midweek Advent Service
Midweek Advent Service
Midweek Advent Service

Sunday School Children’s Service
Candlelight Service/HC

Christmas Day Worship/HC

Divine Worship

(No Sunday School or Bible Classes on 12/29)



December Duties

USHERS
Doug Schuette Doug Ehlers
Dan Wittrock Wade Ragaller
Jeremy Ehlers Paul Ehlers

PARISH CIRCLE
Deb Owen

CHANCEL CIRCLE
Carm Thiedeman Melissa Ehlers & Diane Witt

ACOLYTES
Ist Audrey Hill & Dane Dirks
8th Lacey Middleton & Lane Kraus
15th Laynie Muhlbauer & Eliza Wittrock

22nd Marissa Schrad & Sutton Wittrock

Wednesday Dec 04 11:30 Midweek Advent Service
Wednesday Dec 11 11:30 Midweek Advent Service
Wednesday Dec 18 11:30 Midweek Advent Service
\ Tuesday Dec 24 5:00 Children’s Service
% 10::00 Candlelight Service/HC
Chyistimas Wednesday Dec25  8:30 Christmas Day Service/HC

Worship
Schedule



Remember My Birthday?

As you well know, we are getting closer to my birthday. Every year there is a celebration in
my honor and I think that this year the celebration will be repeated. During this time there are
many people shopping for gifts, there are many radio announcements, TV commercials, and in
every part of the world everyone is talking that my birthday is getting closer and closer. Itis
really very nice to know, that at least once a year, some people think of me

As you know, the celebration of my birthday began many years ago. At first people seemed to
understand and be thankful of all that T did for them, but in these times, no one seems to know
the reason for the celebration. Family and friends get together and have a lot of fun, but they
don't know the meaning of the celebration.

I remember that last year there was a great feast in my honor. The dinner table was full of deli-
cious foods, pastries, fruits, assorted nuts and chocolates. The decorations were equisite and
there were many, many beautifully wrapped gifts. But, do you want to know something? I was-
n't invited. I was the guest of honor and they didn't remember to send me an invitation.

The party was for me, but when that great day came, I was left outside, they closed the door in
my face......... and I wanted to be with them and share their table. In truth, that didn't surprise
me because in the last few years all close their doors to me.

Since I was not invited, I decided to enter the party without making any noise. I went in and
stood in a corner. They were all drinking; there were some who were drunk and telling jokes
and laughing at everything. They were having a great time.

To top it all, this big fat man all dressed in red wearing a long white beard entered the room
yelling Ho-Ho-Ho! He seemed drunk. He sat on the sofa and all the children ran to him, say-
ing : "Santa Claus, Santa Claus"... as if the party were in his honor ! At 12 midnight all the
people began to hug each other; I extended my arms waiting for someone

to hug me and .... do you know .... no one hugged me.

Suddenly they all began to share gifts%FHey‘obﬁéhéd them one by one with great expectation.
When all had been opened, I looked to see if, maybe, there was one for me. What would you
feel if on your birthday everybody shared gifts and you did not get one ? I then understood that
I was unwanted at that party and quietly left. Every year it gets worse. People only remember
to eat and drink, the gifts, the parties and nobody remembers me.

I would like this Christmas that you allow me to enter into your life. I would like that you rec-
ognize the fact that almost two thousand years ago I came to this world to give my life for you,
on the cross, to save you. Today I only want that you believe this with all you heart. I want to



share something with you. As many didn't invite me to their party, I will have my own cele-
bration, a grandiose party that no one has ever imagined, a spectacular party.

I'm still making the final arrangements. Today I am sending out many invitations and there is
an invitation for you. I want to know if you wish to attend and I will make a reservation for
you and write your name with golden letters in my great guest book. Only those on the guest
list will be invited to the party. Those who don't answer the invitation, will be left

outside.

Do you know how you can answer this invitation? it is by extending it to others whom you
care for... I'll be waiting for all of you to attend my party this year... See you soon ....I love

you | ,
IOt
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Meeting will be held entry way to pick yours up. If you
on Sunday January cannot locate yours, please let the
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following worship
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Our Sunday School will again be sharing the joyous message of our
Lord’s birth through a special Worship Service on Christmas Eve at
5:00 pm.

U Christmas program practices will be held on Sunday mornings from 9:30-
SCﬁOO[ 10:15 am (during our Sunday School Time) The Christmas Eve service
Q3 rograrm  will be at 5:00 pm. We are requesting all children to be at church by 4:45
pm.

The Sunday School staff would like to wish all our students and there families a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year as be celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We would like to say Thank You to everyone who helped in
any way with the Annual Harvest Supper on October 21st
Without everyone’s help with donating food, money, time
and work, we would not be able to pull off such an event.
In looking back our first Harvest Supper was held on
October 19, 1991. After expenses we profited $7,500

Also thanks for all the donations for the Food ingathering
that was held on November 17--24th  All items were taken
to New Opportunities in Carroll.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Tammy Leiting Doug Hansman Pam Kock Joey Peplinski Abby Klink
Diane Schroeder Mark & Kristi Randy Neumann
Brooks Ruhland Hoffman Katie Schurke
Tom & Marjean Rachel Winey
Lipton
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Landon Kraus Madison Stork Bonnie Cornelius Bernice Vetter Melissa Ehlers Eliza Wittrock Parker Melton
Blake & Samantha | Sutton Wittrock Jeff Segebart
Liechti Cameron Schmitz
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Rylee Kramer Jordan Hanson Ron Cleveland Hensley Hagge Wade Ragaller
Marjean Lipton Danielle Schrad Gene Thiedeman Chad & Shawna
Wittrock
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Cale Dirks Kyle Lenz Cooper Anderson | Andrew Myers Brynlee Bass
Janet Rose Gary Vetter Keely Kramer
Mark & Denise
Ragaller
29 30 31
Justin Hunter Leigh Thiedeman
Terry Koch

Al Mumm




g Update

Otoobojc

DECEMBER 3 1S GIVING TUESDAY!

DECEMBER 2 AND 3 WILL BE YOUR OPPORTUNITY
TO INCLUDE CAMP OKOBOJI IN YOUR GIVING
PLANS! Camp Okoboji is blessed to announce our
Giving Tuesday Campaign will be a Matching
Fundraiser! On December 2 and 3, your donation -
cash, check, or credit card - will be matched, $1for
every $2 raised up to $10,000! Gifts marked “Giving |
Tuesday” or “Matching Campaign” but received on
days other than December 2 and 3 will be acceptable
to be included for the match. To learn more, please
contact the Camp Office at (712) 337-3325. Make your
gift at campokoboji.org.

L
i
i
|
|

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Nov. 28-29: OFFICE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
Dec. 2-3: GIVING TUESDAY CAMPAIGN
Dec. 24-26 OFFICE CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

Dec.30-Jan.1 OFFICE CLOSED FOR NEW YEAR HOLIDAY

Personnel Updates

Summer Staff: Summer Staff recruitment is ongoing. ( \
NLOMA Joint Recruitment is active. Encouraging youth
within your congregations to consider serving as NEEDS/WANTS:
Summer Staff is the most effective way to recruit! Please
encourage youth (at least 16 years of age) and college e Gas grills
students to consider serving with us in 2025. e Outdoor Rocking Chairs

e Laundry soap, bleach and
Cleaning Staff: We are looking for part-time cleaning hand soap
assistants to help us through the off-season. Please e Queen size mattress pads
contact Kellie at (712) 337-3325! ¢ New commercial grade

vacuums, coffee pots,

toasters, crock pots
, e Thrivent Action Team Cards
m (contact Kellie Jones for
L

potential projects; 712-337-

. 3325)
THANKS to volunteers and groups who give so e Also. ask us about our

generously of their time and talents in serving Camp Amazon Wish List!
Okobaji. '
e Abig “THANKS” goes out to the annual mailing \_ W,
volunteers who spent the day helping us get out
6,000 appeal letters!
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e —
Dear Pastor and Congregation, o RS
Relief for Human Need Worldwide

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) needs your help! Our Clemons, lowa location, is one of 27 centers for the
Orphan Grain Train operation headquartered in Norfolk, Nebraska, OGT is a Recognized Service
Organization (RSO) of our Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and has the highest (4-Star) rating that
Charity Navigator gives out as it evaluates giving organizations.

The primary function of the OGT in Clemons is to collect clothes of all kinds (in good condition),
shoes, quilts, medical supplies (i.e. walkers and crutches), bikes and trikes, school supplies and
more! All these items are sorted and what can be packed goes into standard size boxes. Up to
1,460 boxes are loaded into cargo containers, sealed, and shipped to any of 71 countries. OoGT
contacts then receive and distribute the supplies to needy people, orphanages and schools.

In addition, other items like tanker trucks of clean water, scrub buckets, chainsaws and hygiene kits
are also collected in Norfolk and sent to disaster areas where clean-up is going on (i.e. hurricanes
Helene and Milton).

Right now, the Clemons Center has several major needs and that is why this letter is being
shared. One need is for more volunteers to help sort and pack donated items. Our crew has been
shrinking in size due to aging and the Lord calling folks home. More helpers would fillup the
ranks. Our main workday is Tuesdays from 8 a.m. to noon. Any amount of time a person/group
could volunteer would be greatly appreciated. As Jesus might say looking at our situation, "The
workers are few, but the harvest is great.”

A second specialized need is for someone who can repair bicycles. This can happen on site, or they
can be taken home. Bicycles are in high demand, and we have many that need fixed before we can
ship them.

Lastly, monetary donations and requested items are always appreciated; the needs are so

great. Two brochures have been included. One explains what Orphan Grain Train is about as an
organization, and the other covers our Central lowa Branch, including what we collect and the kits
we assemble. This is a great resource to get ideas of needed items.

If you would consider spreading the word about this opportunity to share the love of Christ, it would
be greatly appreciated. Perhaps you can putan announcement in your bulletin or a blurb in your
newsletter or however your church people receive their news. You can also call 515-708-6234 if you
have questions or you can check us outon Facebook.

Thank you so much!

Trisha Adams, Director
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Relief for Human Need
Worldwide

since 1992

Py How 1t All Started

Four Star Charlty

k, NE 68702-1466.

Rev. Ray S. Wilke and Mr. Clayton Andrews
founded this ministry after Rev. Wilke visited
Latvia and Russia in 1992, and saw the need
for spiritual and humanitarian aid in the former
Soviet Union. This vision blossomed into a
ministry and a movement, which has sent more
than 4,550 semi-loads of supplies to needy
people here at home and around the world.
Wherever those relief supplies are distributed
it is an open door to share God's word with
destitute people.

Our Invitation to You

Maybe you would like to partner with Orphan
Grain Train to bring hope to needy people
OGT around the world. Orphan Grain Train has an
MISSION ongoing need for volunteers for all kinds of jobs,
PROJECTS . . . .
such as: sorting and packing clothing and relief
FEED 500 supplies, loading trucks, driving trucks, and even
office work. Please contact your nearest Orphan
Grain Train Branch to find out how you can help
bring Relief for Human Need Worldwide.

ion about
Norfol

Mail to: Orphan Grain Train, PO Box 1466,

I would like more informat
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{name of location}

f$

Where Most Needed
- Norfolk,NE

on

ce

OGT Locat

If you would like to share news about the
mission of Orphan Grain Train with your
congregation, school or other group, we have a
wealth of materials available to assist with that.
Please contact us at info@ogt.org or call 877-
371-7393.

Sponsor a Box (shipping)

___Feed 500
Disaster Relief

Home Off|

s

Please use my gift o




Orphan Grain Train Locations

[J Castle Rock CO  1-720-560-8090
mkozimko@ogt.org
[ Julesburg €O 1-970-520-0886
davidorth65@gmail.com 1-970-520-3677
] Northglenn CO  1-303-451-0692
Imkoerte@gmail.com
[ Terryville CT  1-860-582-0723
pastorjdkht@att.net
[ Clemons 1A 1-641-477-8263
central.iowa@ogt.org
[ IdaGrove IA  1-712-660-1380
Jerryirwin2@gmail.com
O Jonesville IN  1-812-405-2045
indianaogt@gmail.com
[ Phillipsburg KS  1-785-533-1077
, Jjohn.joycewhite@gmail.com
Orphan Grain Train’s Mission 0] Wichita Ks  1-316-932-8703
] i jwevans48@hotmail.com
In _nssm.«mmvo:mm to Christ, the Servant, the O.‘vrmJ 0] Millersville MDD 1-410-417-9674
Grain Train movement encourages and enables God’s marylandbranchmgr@ogt.org
people to share personal and material resources in [ Sebewaing Ml 1-989-600-2264
bringing Christ’s name and character to needy people PastorDaveReed@gmail.com
both far and near. [} Fairmont MN  1-507-236-5616
screwball@fron: r.com
Sometimes that character expresses itself as a word [ Morris MN  1-320-589-2796
well spoken, sometimes as a bandage well applied, dpasch@fedtel.si
and sometimes as a child well fed. [ Concordia ) MO 1-660-463-2523
marynierman@hotmail.com
St. Louis MO  1-314-496-0208
How Does It Work? U mo-l@ogtorg
Orphan Grain Train has volunteers in 27 regional a _Mammoé: " ND  1-701-658-9057
locations across the United States who gather clothing ndogts@csicable.net
and other relief supplies for destitute people around [ Grandlisland NE  1-308-675-1388
3 cneogt@outlook.com
the world. They also raise the money to send these T tincol NE T E31289-0586
i mcoin -~ -] |
relief goods and food where most needed. ogtlincoln@ogt.org
Relief mcn._uzmm are shipped from U.S. ém_‘mrwc.mmm to d wmmuommmwm:mnmxua&.aﬁ OH  1-419-758-3539
71 countries m_\oczq the world. Then our mission ] Malvern A 1-610-644 4508
partners distribute them to orphanages, schools, rob.hall.ogt@gmail.com
churches, and hospitals. Annually, OGT delivers more Milbank D 1-605-924-002
'y r p ! 1
than $40 million worth of humanitarian aid and food Oﬂdﬂwﬂ Grain Train Locations w Q schwandt1951@gmail.com
domestically and internationally. Norfolk Home Office ~ NE 1-402-371-7393 [] Buchanan Dam TX  1-512-755-4703
info@ogt.org 1-877-371-7393 ogt.hltx@gmail.com
Americans in several states have received relief O Phoenix AZ 1-602-689-5999 [] Houston TX  1-281-840-3166
supplies from Orphan Grain Train in the wake of kdeide@cox.net ogthouston@gmail.com
natural disasters and for families in need. O Lancaster CA 1-661-305-0561 [ Westfield Wi 1-608-697-6858
steveric58@gmail.com cathy@brakebush.com

O AN |
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Zion Lutheran Church Non-Profit Organization

118 W Tracy St Arcadia, IA 51430
Box 59 Standard mail
Arcadia, IA 51430

712/689/2441

Zionluth@westianet.net

FRIENDS WHO CARE

Christian Education 9:30 am
Divine Worship 10:30 am
Christmas Eve—Sunday School Program

5:00 pm
Christmas Eve Candle Light /HC 10:00 pm
Christmas Day 8:30 am
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